
 

Zion Lutheran Church  

925 5th Avenue - Rockford, Illinois 

July 14, 2024  at 9:15am 

www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford 

EIGHTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRELUDE    “Day by Day”   arr. By Mark Hayes 
 
               GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 
miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
God, our provider, 
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your 
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take 
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where 
else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for 
life in the world. Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 

http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford
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GATHERING SONG   “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing”   Red Hymnal #807 

KYRIE  “Lord, Have Mercy”     Red Hymnal #155 
 



 

SONG OF PRAISE   “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” Red Hymnal #414 

BLESSING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Let us pray. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; 
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live 
in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15 
7 This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a 
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord 
said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then 
the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people 
Israel; I will never again pass them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be 
made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will 
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 10 Then Amaziah, 
the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is 
not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall 
die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’ ” 12 
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, 
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy 
at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom.” 14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a 
prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 
and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 85:8-13                           (Congregation reads the bold) 
 8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people  
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be 
holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as 
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that 
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of 
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truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 

 The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.       
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Ancient Word”       
Holy words, long preserved, for our walk in this world, 

they resound with God's own heart, oh let the ancient words impart.   

Chorus: Ancient words, ever true; changing me and changing you, 
 we have come with open hearts, oh let the ancient words impart. 

 

 Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope, 
In this world where e're we roam, ancient words will guide us home.  

(Chorus) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.     
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had 
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15 
But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of 
the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom 
I beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For Herod himself had sent men who 
arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had 
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19

 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she 
could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came 
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when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers 
and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, 
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly 
swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 
kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask 
for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she 
rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once 
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; 
yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to 
refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders 
to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought 
his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her 
mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his 
body, and laid it in a tomb. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON    Pastor Josh Ebener 
 
SERMON SONG     “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”        Red Hymnal #717 
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APOSTLES’  CREED        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I   
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand  of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.    
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you.     
 
MUSIC & OFFERING  “To The Praise of His Glorious Grace”  
                      by Michael W. Smith
  

 Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward 
the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go 

online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code. 

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request  and place on the cross on the 
table. Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take 

a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like. 

 



 

TABLE BLESSING   “As the Grains of Wheat” Red Hymnal #465 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and  nourish your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward 
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

The Lord be with you.       
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.        
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the bread into your hand  
Please receive the wine, outer ring or the grape juice, inner ring from the tray. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
There are baskets  for disposal of your communion cups. 

 

COMMUNION SONGS   “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”  Red Hymnal #697 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   
Amen.   
Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of 
life to nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through 
Christ, our risen Lord.    
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING SONG   “Lead on, O King Eternal”    Red Hymnal #805 
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Fellowship—Please join us following  

worship for conversation & coffee. 

Forum will be led by Pastor Josh Ebener. 

SENDING 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     “Lead on, O King Eternal”        



 Please join us to prepare the welcome for Baby 

Boy Perkins-Gama 

Place: Zion Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

Date: Sunday, August 4, 2024 

Time: 10:30am 

Hosts: Intern Support and the Women of Zion 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents are registered at: 

 

Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/rachel-perkins-october-2024-

janesville/2TWXRV5KGJEH9 

and 

Target: https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=846b5ae0-0f16-11ef-b6e1-

e35a6f78e1f6&type=BABY 

 

If you prefer to donate towards a combined gift, please feel free to send, or drop donation off 

to the Church office, 925 5th Ave, Rockford, or contact/give to Bonnie Dahlberg. 

(To start the little guy’s library please donate a book with a personal note) 

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/rachel-perkins-october-2024-janesville/2TWXRV5KGJEH9
https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/rachel-perkins-october-2024-janesville/2TWXRV5KGJEH9
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=846b5ae0-0f16-11ef-b6e1-e35a6f78e1f6&type=BABY
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=846b5ae0-0f16-11ef-b6e1-e35a6f78e1f6&type=BABY
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 

 

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford  

Prayer Corner! We Ask You To Pray For: 
 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral Intern 

Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the 
Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway 
Center, Katie's Cup and  Zion Development Corporation. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  
 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.    
 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of 

Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries. 
 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones.  
 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Chiquita Bills, Phyllis Brynteson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, 

Norma Daugherty, Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Linda Reinhardt, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, 
and Megan Zaphel. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel.  
The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and 
after worship services.   

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

 Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 
© Edition current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 
Sunday  9:15am Worship—Guest Pastor Josh Ebener 
  10:15am Forum—with Pastor Josh Ebener  
Monday 8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen 
Tuesday 12:00pm Katie’s Cup Conversation 
Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn   
  8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen  
  9:00am Grapevine Article Deadline 
Thursday 9:00am Midtown Market—RPS Lot across from Katie’s Cup 
  4:00pm Katie’s Cup Board 
  5:30pm Zion Development Board 
Friday  9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center 
Sunday  9:15am Worship—Guest Pastor Steve Erickson 

Worship Leader’s 
Communion Assistant: Lisa Palmeno and Veronica Guadalupe 
Fellowship:    
Media:    Cameron Kellermann 
Music:    Jodi Beach 
Reader:   Pam Bitner 
Sound:    Deangelo Brunson 
Usher:    Charles Dahlberg & Kamyra Brunson 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford

