August 2017

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday Worship: 8:00am and 10:30am
Burmese Worship at 10:00am
Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zion@zionrockford.com
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ROCKFORD UNITY GROUP PICNIC
Rockford ChrisEan Unity Group Annual Picnic
Come enjoy food, archery, bingo/games (adults),
Bouncy house and so much more!
Please join us on Saturday, August 12 starts at 1:00pm
Camp Winnebago YMCA, 5804 N. Main St.
Community is invited!

INTERN JULIE FAREWELL & GODSPEED
Sunday August 27th at 9:15am with fellowship aJer

MIDTOWN ETHNIC FESTIVAL
Sunday, August 27 Midtown Ethnic FesEval
FesEval parade starts at 1pm (ending in Midtown)
CelebraEng nearly 50 global cultures in Rockford, the annual
Midtown Ethnic Parade & FesEval is not to be missed!
It’s a big party featuring the many diverse cultures in our city,
including a parade of colors & customs – dancing dragons,
bagpipes, ethnic dance troupes, music and more
at 501 7th St. Feast on delicious internaEonal cuisine, and
enjoy the entertaining performances!

INTERN PAUL GEBO INSTALLATION
Sunday September 3rd at the 9:15am with fellowship aJer
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PASTOR’S CORNER
“G W 

 A P ”

On Sunday, July 18th I preached on the
“parable of the sower” and wore a John
Deere hat during the enEre sermon. I’ve
never done that before. The “parable of the
sower” is in the Gospels of MaRhew, Mark
and Luke! It is not in the gospel of John!
Well, sowing the seed is very much a part of
the gospel according to John Deere.
Zion has been planted here at the corner of
FiJh Avenue and Sixth Street since 1883. In
the month of August, we will celebrate 134
years of ministry, of planEng the seed of the
gospel in the lives of many. We are planted
here and conEnue to grow in ways we
couldn’t imagine ﬁJy years ago. The Holy
Spirit has indeed given us the giJ of
imaginaEon to discern how and where to
share the seed of the good news,
proclaiming the grace of Christ, binding up
the broken hearted being stewards of the
mysteries of God, and being engaged in the
ministry of reconciliaEon.

I  J 
We thank God for planEng Intern Julie
Barger here at Zion this past year. We will
gather on August 27th for a service of
Godspeed and Farewell, having a fellowship
gathering following worship.

I  P  G 
We welcome our new Pastoral Intern Paul
Gebo for 2017-2018 from Wartburg
Seminary. Intern Paul Gebo will start on
September 3rd and his installaEon will take
place that day, with a house warming party
during fellowship hour aJer 9:15am
worship.

G’ W...O  H...S 
We will gather for worship on September
10th at 8:00 and 10:30am. We will go back to
two services this second Sunday of
September. We will also parEcipate in the
ELCA “God’s Work our Hands” Sunday at
noon. We will have a picnic aJer 10:30
worship and then serve in the community in
various ways. If you would like to lead a
service project starEng at 1pm that day,
please let us know in the oﬃce.

Z P 
Zion has helped plant several ministry
partners over the past thirty years. Zion
Lutheran Church has helped these separate
501(c)3 organizaEons grow. These ministry
partner organizaEons include
⇒ Zion Development (1982)
⇒ Patriots Gateway Center (1995)
⇒ Zion Outreach (2005)
I conEnue to gather with the Zion Partners
leaders about 7-10 Emes a year for breakfast,
a Christmas party and the Global Leadership
Summit. I’ve arranged for the Zion Partners
September 6th meeEng at Stockholm Inn, to
meet with Winnebago County Chairman
Frank Haney. We will discuss how the Zion
Partners serve in our neighborhood and the
areas of alignment with the County. We are
planted in this place to plant seeds, nurture
them and give God thanks for the growth!
Peace, Pastor Michael Thomas
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PASTORAL INTERN
This is truly my favorite Eme of year! I love the green grass and colorful ﬂowers, the
sunshine and the shade of the trees. Our Gospel readings from MaRhew lately have been
about sowing seed which reminds me of gardening. There’s something so amazing about a
garden! We start with such a Eny seed, but with the right ingredients, it becomes a plant that
matures and produces delicious and healthy food. It so reminds me of God’s blessings that we
receive every day. It also brings to mind the growth in my journey to ordained ministry during
my internship year at Zion.
When I think back to last September, it seems so long ago! I remember feeling so excited
and nervous to be a part of the wonderful ministry here at Zion. I was unsure of life in the big
city, but you welcomed me in and made me feel at home. So many memories I have of
inspiraEonal conversaEons and delicious food shared in faith! I remember sharing my story
with the Women of Zion at a Saturday morning brunch, serving a Thanksgiving meal at
Blackhawk Courts, the Gospel Jamboree, the Scandinavian FesEval and the World Series of
Food. These are just a few of the wonderful events that I have been honored to be a part of.
I’ve enjoyed the diversity of cultures that are a part of our mosaic community.
Worship here at Zion has been such a blessing in my growth as a worship leader. I came in
with a shaky conﬁdence as a worship leader which has grown into conﬁdence in leadership
due to your support and feedback. Even though I would feel very nervous when I was
scheduled to preach, one look out into the friendly faces of the congregaEon reminded me of
your encouragement. Even if I made a mistake, it was okay. My Internship Support CommiRee
played an crucial role in giving me feedback and helping me to grow. I want to thank these
members for the Eme and energy that you gave to my development towards the role of an
ordained minister. I cannot begin to express my graEtude toward Pastor Mike. His paEence
and insighXulness have provided a clarity that has helped me mature as a pastoral leader.
Lately I have been spending Eme at Blackhawk Farm and Gardens. Spending Eme at the
Buddy House and walking around the area visiEng with people, I have goRen to share in their
journey for a brief Eme. The
gardens and hoop houses are
ﬂourishing and providing
nourishment and purpose. There
is a season and a purpose for
everything. My Eme here at Zion
is nearing the end. I am so
thankful for your encouragement
and support which has helped
me blossom in ministry. Although
I will miss you greatly, I am so
glad that you have been a part of
my life. I wish for you a bounEful
harvest of faith.
Pastoral Intern Julie
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PASTORAL INTERN
My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
I am excited that I will be joining you on the ﬁrst of September as
your new intern! I look forward to meeEng each of you, to worshiping
and working with you, and to learning and growing through our sharing in
the Holy Spirit. I have already learned much about Zion through visits
with Pastor Michael, but there is much more for me to learn. I’m sure a
year will not be enough Eme to learn everything, but, God willing, I will
learn what I need to learn.
I am currently living in Des Moines, Iowa, where I am engaged in
Clinical Pastoral EducaEon (chaplain training) at Unity Point Health. It is
challenging work, but it is also fascinaEng and rich in Spirit. Such a blessing it is to encounter
Christ through moments with paEents and their families; such an awesome and humbling
experience it is to serve the Lord by walking with people facing deep and oJen frightening
challenges. I’ve got another seven weeks there, and I expect I will learn much about myself
and my call through these sacred experiences.
A liRle over a month ago, I completed my second year of studies at Wartburg
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA. This is not where I began my seminary studies (that was
at Paciﬁc Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA), but it is where I have found a
community, a family, and a home. It has become home for Buddy, my incredible and beauEful
cat companion, as well. I met Bud a liRle over three years ago in a Humane Society shelter in
Durango, Colorado (my home for much of the past 28 years), and he immediately captured
my heart. The liRle boy (not so “liRle,” actually; he is at least part Maine Coon!) has been an
amazing traveling (and living!) companion; since I adopted him, we have relocated four Emes
already. I am pleased that he adapts so well and quickly to his new surroundings. At
Wartburg, he quickly became our unoﬃcial mascot, and many of my classmates and their
children have met him exploring the grounds around the seminary.
I have learned, in my long and wandering life, to honor and balance my leJ and right
brains. I am a deep, and at Emes serious, thinker and theologian, and I love diving into
beauEfully complex quesEons about life and God. I love to share both my faith and my
discoveries and doubts; I look forward to sharing a cup or a meal at KaEe’s Cup and talking
about…well, about whatever might arise. It is ulEmately all about God, isn’t it!
I am also a songwriter, singer, guitarist, and poet. I have over the years developed a
style and a voice that is (when I remember and pay close aRenEon) from Christ Jesus and for
Christ. I am honored that God has craJed me an instrument of God’s presence; and indeed,
each of you has been similarly craJed! I look forward to encountering and learning from each
of your unique giJs.
Thank you for welcoming me into the Zion Lutheran family. Buddy and I will be seeing
you very soon! Blessings to each of you.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastoral Intern Paul Gebo
gebodotcom@gmail.com
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LITERACY PROGRAM
Our Zion Literacy program received a $1500 grant from Alpine Kiwanis
ChariEes. The grant is to purchase RoseRa Stone soJware to teach English to
anyone struggling to learn to speak and read English.
As coordinator of our Literacy Program, I recognize the need to have literate
adults living in the homes of our children, who are also struggling with reading.
Children need adults, parents, grandparents and others living in the home who
are able to read to their children and understand what is being said when their
children read to them.
We are currently working with our old xp computers to get as many as we can
up to the speciﬁcaEons required by the RoseRa Stone soJware. Some of
these computers will have to be taken out of service because they no longer
work or cannot be brought up to speciﬁcaEons.
So, recognizing that many of these computers have reached the end of their
useful lives and others may soon follow, we will begin to upgrade our
computer lab to newer computers that are able to handle newer soJware that
the old xp’ s cannot.
We will be shiJing over to newer used iMacs that are all in one units. We
have some funds currently available and hope to raise another $5,000 through
an online Fund Me project or private donaEons to Zion Literacy Program.
We will invite people to parEcipate in our “Learning English” program when
our computer lab is ready for use.
In other news, we are seeking tutors for the 2017-18 school year. If you are
interested please contact Wayne Spitzer, 815-962-3340, for more informaEon.
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YOUTH GROUP
We would like to say thank you, for all the volunteers that helped make the
4th of July Family Fun day a success. Great food, a great Eme, and a great
turn out. Thanks to all that parEcipated, in one way or another. Great Eme!!
As August arrives, we will be leaving on July 30th for our Mission trip to Lake
Traverse, S.D. Pastor Mike, Pastoral Intern Julie and I will be taking 9 youth
for a week of warm, fun ﬁlled, work days in the Lake Traverse area, an area
around an Indian reservaEon. We ask for prayers, that the youth will come home with a new
understanding of God’s mission through these wonderful people we will be working with, and
for a safe trip.
God’s guidance of peace, paEence, and love to all,
Kathy Hand

WOMEN OF ZION
We had a great Eme playing Bunco on July 13th! Lots of laughter, fellowship and prizes!
Great root beer ﬂoats too!
There will not be a Coﬀee and ConversaEon in August. We will resume on the second
Thursday of each month starEng in September. See you all on September 14, at 10:00.
We are planning a meet and greet for our new Pastoral Intern Paul Gebo someEme in
September. Look for more informaEon in the Zion Messenger, Grapevine and the WOZ
bulleEn board.
WELCA will have its 29th Annual Northern Illinois Synod ConvenEon, Saturday September
16, 2017. If you are interested in aRending, there is informaEon on the WOZ bulleEn board
or see Sue Drilling.
Save the Date...there will be an interfaith brunch between the Lutheran and Catholic
women at Trinity, October 7th. More informaEon on this next month.

Lutheran World Relief School Kits

SCHOOL KITS
SOME IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER
• If you are looking to purchase backpacks, the preferred style is often used
in the U.S. for youth to carry athletic equipment. Try your local sporting
goods store or search online using the keywords, “buy drawstring backpacks.”
• Before purchasing backpacks, make sure they meet the size requirements (14” x17”) and General Assembly Instructions. You can download a list from our website of suppliers who have appropriate bags available
for purchase in bulk.
• Please give new items only.
• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s name.
• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the
armed forces, including camouflage.
• Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.
• Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
ONE pencil sharpener
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2 ½” eraser
ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks)
HOW TO PACK YOUR PROJECT PROMISE KITS
• Place ruler between notebooks. Place all items neatly into the bag and draw the drawstring together.
• Pack completed Kits, like items together, in boxes. Label contents in LARGE, BLOCK LETTERS on the outside of the boxes.
• Use strong cartons secured with packing tape, not to exceed 40 pounds.
• Do not use plastic or paper bags to pack donations.
• Include the name and address of your group or congregation on each box and label the contents
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ZION COUNCIL NEWS
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Zion Lutheran Church - Council Minutes – June 15, 2017
MeeEng was called to order at 7:00PM by Council President Bert Nyman
• DevoEons and a prayer were led by Tyler Johnson.
• A moEon was made and seconded to approve the agenda, moEon approved.
• MoEon made and seconded to approve the May 25, 2017 minutes, with noted correcEon in
“Finance” should state a brief discussion” took place, moEon approved.
• MoEon made and seconded to receive into membership through AﬃrmaEon of Faith, Aria
Beert, moEon approved.
• Financial Treasurer’s report prepared by Arnold Swenson presented by Richard Brynteson with
discussion. A moEon was made and seconded to accept Financial Reports, moEon approved.
• Global Leadership Summit in August, deadline to sign-up with a discount is June 27th
• Patriots Dream video was shared, followed by a discussion about the new Capital Fund appeal
• Midtown Lutheran Parish will have VBS at Emmanuel Lutheran Church July 10-14.
• Stewardship Team handed out copies to council of the book “Holy Currencies”. DevoEons and
exercises can be used from secEons of the book in the future. Council members were asked to
read chapters 1-3 by the August Council MeeEng. A reminder will be sent to each council
member as a reminder to bring their copy of the book to all future council meeEngs.
• Church Calendar BulleEn Board: there is a new bulleEn board across from the kitchen in the
Fellowship Hall that will show monthly building use, worship leaders and calendar for
reference, be sure to check it out.
• MoEon made and seconded to draJ a MOU to Bethlehem for use of their parsonage for our
Intern September 2017 to August 31, 2018, a brief discussion, and moEon approved.
• Pastor Mike will be on vacaEon June 20th to July 3rd, Pastor Bill Dahlberg of Salem and Pastoral
Intern Julie Barger will be on call for Pastoral emergencies. Jolyn will coordinate with council
president or a Human Resource member regarding any other maRers
• Pastor’s Report – A wriRen and verbal report we presented.
• Intern Julie provided a wriRen and verbal report, Discussion on “Do you know your neighbor”.
• Council MeeEng on July 27th at 6pm will be the Council picnic, family members are welcome.
There will be no Human Resource CommiRee MeeEng in July.
• Council meeEng on August 24, Toni Wallin will be leading prayer and devoEons.
• A moEon was made and seconded to adjourn the meeEng at 8:35 PM.
• Closing prayer by Pastor Mike Thomas.

Jan-June Actual

Jan-June Budget

2017 Budget

Total Income

$153,973.55

$176,352.00

$403,500.00

Total Expenses

$203,104.08

$212,048.35

$415,611.27

($49,130.53)

($35,696.35)

(JAN-Feb Deﬁcit)
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ZION - THIS & THAT
S  F C - If you would like to volunteer to host a Sunday Morning Fellowship time, call
the office or sign up on the bulletin board by the library.
I TC  F   2018    E S  - Call Prabhakars at 815 562 8996, or talk to Pastor
Mike if you would consider going with the Synod to India in February 5, 2018 to February 17, 2018.
Zion’s sister congregaEon in ALC Synod of India is St. Thomas Lutheran Church and Pastor SebasEan
Simpson is Pastor and the Director of the ALC and Community College.
K C Z IEF  - With the current HIPAA laws, Zion will not be informed when you are
hospitalized. Please have a family member or friend noEfy the church directly if you or a loved one
are hospitalized, OSF St. Anthony’s and Rockford Memorial DO NOT call Zion to noEfy us of your
hospitalizaEon. Swedish American only calls when you are admiRed into the hospital through your
physician, they do not call if you are admiRed through the Emergency Room.
A G P C F  - Remember or honor your loved ones, giving glory to God, by dedicating
altar flowers to be placed next to the altar or near the pulpit for Sunday Worship. Your announcement
will be printed in the church bulletin for that day. We will place the order for you. The cost is $30 for
an arrangement. Also, celebrate the birth of a new child or grandchild with a single rose placed on
the altar for only $5.00. Please fill out the form and either place it in the collection plate or mail the
form along with your check to the church office. Flowers will NOT be ordered unless payment is made
at the time your form is received. Thank you!
AFH SF - Amazon users sign up for Amazon Smile, for every purchase you make Zion gets a
0.5%
donaEon from Amazon Smile FoundaEon. Yes even if you pay with an Amazon.com giJ cerEﬁcate
(4%). Sign up today!
C I C /RF U - We have placed a bulleEn board across from the kitchen in the
Fellowship Room that will have a current calendar of church events, monthly worship leaders and
miscellaneous items for your reference. If you need to make any changes or request room usage
please stop by the oﬃce, email or call Jolyn. Thanks!
L   W R  E Q  C I - The weekend of October 7 & 8 a semi-trailer will be at
Zion for collecEon for the Lutheran World Relief drop oﬀ. We
have been blessed to have had Leona Foster as the coordinator
for past many, many years. We are in need of a coordinator for
this years collecEon as Leona has moved to be with her family in
Kentucky. If you are interested please let Pastor Mike or Jolyn
know. Also if you have any quesEons feel free to stop by the
oﬃce or give Jolyn a call. If you are able to even just do a 3 hour
shiJ, we would then look for three people for each day.
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FELLOWSHIP
Another note of huge appreciaEon to everyone who has stepped up to host our fellowship hours
on Sunday mornings! And just to remind you, the summer months are available for you to
host—one service only at 9:15 a.m. Find a friend who’s a good baker and sign up!

COFFEE’S ON!

Sunday Fellowship
DATE

ALer 9:15

August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

Intern Support CommiRee

September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24
Please contact the oﬃce if you would like to host a Sunday Morning fellowship me aer worship

PRAYER CORNER
THIS MONTH WE ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR:
+ the ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements, Pastor Thomas,
Pastoral Intern Julie Barger, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Pensy Htwe of the Burmese
congregaEon; the Zion Staﬀ, Zion Outreach Board, Staﬀ and Programs of Patriots’ Gateway
Center, and Zion Development CorporaEon.
+ Pastor Raja Socrates and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in
Tanzania.
+ the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty
and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.
+ those hospitalized, or recuperaEng in their homes or healthcare centers, and those with
ongoing health concerns: Mark Schwartzlow, Pr. Jane McChesney, and all who are listed in
the weekly Mission Zion. Those who grieve the loss of family and/or friends; our Zion
homebound; those who have spiritual, emoEonal, physical and mental challenges;
homeless and refugees throughout the world.
The end of human traﬃcking that exploits people everywhere.
The countries of North and South Korea, that the conﬂict may end and people’s lives be saved.
Prayer Requests – If you have a prayer request OR a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please
noEfy Pastor Mike, Judy Lindstrom or Mary Norman. We will treat your requests with
discreEon and conﬁdenEality.
Our Zion Prayer Room is open and available for private or small group prayers. You are
welcome to use this room anyEme the church is open. It is oﬀ the Atrium on the Sanctuary
level of the church.
Prayer Ministry Team: Many members and friends of Zion pray daily for the peEEons that
have been submiRed. We would like you to join our team! Contact Judy Lindstrom or Mary
Norman so that we can put you on the prayer noEﬁcaEon list.
Monthly Prayer Gathering: Our monthly gathering will be taking the summer oﬀ, we will
resume on Wednesday, September 13 at 9:30 in the Prayer Room (oﬀ the Sanctuary). Please
join us as we share devoEons and oﬀer prayers for our friends and Zion family members.
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27
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
12:00 PM Midtown Cultural Fest Parade
2:00 PM Brahe Swedish Vasa Lodge
MeeEng - Fellowship Hall

22

28
29
1:30 PM Bag Fluﬃng Fellowship Hall
5:30 PM MTLP Council
MeeEng

20
21
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
12:00 PM MulE-Cultural Team - Library

15
Oﬃce opens at
9:30AM
9:00 AM Intern
Supervisor MeeEng
11:30 a.m. North
Conference MeeEng KaEe’s Cup
4:00 PM Discipleship
MeeEng
6:00 PM Bldg. &
Grounds

14

13
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

24
2:00 PM Memorial
CommiRee
4:30 PM Patriots'
Board
6:00 PM HR CommiRee
7:00 PM Church
Council

17
9:00 AM Grapevine
Mailing
11:30 AM Finance
CommiRee - KaEe's
Cup
5:30 PM Zion
Development Board

10
8:00 AM Global
Leadership Summit Rockford University
10:00 AM Women of
Zion - Fellowship Hall
12:00 PM Missions
Team at KaEe's Cup
1:00 PM 4-H Preschool Room
4:00 PM KaEe's Cup
Board

30
31
10:30 AM Staﬀ
MeeEng - Library
2:00 PM AOLC Garden
Box Pick-up

23
10:30 AM Staﬀ
MeeEng - Library
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring
- YC
2:00 PM AOLC Garden
Box Pick-up

16
10:30 AM Staﬀ
MeeEng - Library
2:00 PM AOLC Garden
Box Pick-up

8
9
Zion's Birthday (1883) 9:00 AM Grapevine
ArWcles Due
1:00 PM 4-H Preschool Room
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring
- YC
2:00 PM AOLC Garden
Box Pick-up

7
1:00 PM 4-H Preschool Room
3:00 PM Archives

T 

2
3
Youth Servant Trip
Youth Servant Trip
2:00 PM AOLC Garden
Box Pick-up

W  

6
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

T 

31
1
Youth Servant Trip
Youth Servant Trip
11:30 AM ScoutReach
Staﬀ MeeEng - Library

M

30
Youth Servant Trip
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

S 

AUGUST 2017 CALENDAR

1
Oﬃce Closed

25
Oﬃce Closed
10:00 AM Worship
Team - Bitner Youth
Center

2

26

19
Community Wide
Picnic - Winnebago
Camp

12

11
Oﬃce Closed
8:00 AM Global
Leadership Summit Rockford University

18
Oﬃce Closed

5
8:00 AM Midtown
Community Work Day

S 

4
Oﬃce Closed
Youth Servant Trip

F

12

Ushers

Media

Sound Booth

Reader

Greeters

Assistant
Minister
Communion
Assistants

Altar Guild

Acolytes

9:15 AM

Jeﬀ Hand
Jim Duhigg

Phyllis Lind
Karen Kermgard
Pastoral Intern Julie
Barger
Kurt Brown

Dick Brynteson
Troy Herring

Dick Brynteson
Troy Herring
Diane Veitch
Wendy Holman
John Burns

August 6

Joanne Johnson
Mary Franzen
Marvin Moore

Deb Gortowski

August 20

Mark Calacci
Rod Calacci

Jeﬀ Carlson

Ken Franzen
Don Carlson
Stuart Johnson

ScoR Johnson

Pastoral Intern Julie
Barger
Darrell Lindstrom
Pastoral Intern Julie
Marvin Moore
Barger
Judy Lindstrom
Mary Norman
Dick Reinhardt
Deb Gortowski
BeRy Jo Jacobs
Ruth Larson
Torgny & Margaret HalSue Drilling
lin
Vivian Anderson
Judy Lindstrom
Mary Norman

Darrell Lindstrom
Marvin Moore
Don & Shirley Falk

August 13

August 27

Neal Tolodoxi
Joe Musselman

ScoR Steingraeber

Ruth Larson
Tracy Hendricks
Jim Willemsen

Jim Willemsen
Jeﬀ Carlson
Troy Herring
Diane Veitch

Sheryl Andreasen

Jeﬀ Carlson
Troy Herring
Norm & ColeRe Buchert

AUGUST 2017 WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE
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MISSION PARTNERS

AI L   C I - We have a partnership with our sister congregation St.
Thomas Lutheran Church in India of the Arcot Lutheran Church. Please pray for this
church and for their Pastor, Rev.Sebastian Simpson who is Pastor and the Director of the
ALC and Community College; also our sister congregation of Pastor Emanuel Mitula of
Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
B SI  - We host the Blackhawk Area Council leadership team meetings weekly.
Contact Cannie Ware at 815.397.0210 or cannie.ware@scouting.org.
F P - Zion is in collaboration with Cornucopia Food Pantry located at 402 Market
Street, Rockford. We appreciate your financial support. We are open for people to bring
donations, pick-up food and volunteer on Tuesday and Thursday morning from
9-11am, and the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9-11am. Call the pantry at
815-962-1380 or stop by on a Tuesday or Thursday morning between 9 and 11 a.m.to see
this ministry in action.
LOMC - A camp, retreat, or acEvity for everyone. LOMC isn’t just for summer, and it’s not just
for kids! 640 acres of the great outdoors. Experience the pond, prairie, and forest that is home
to deer, wild turkey, hawks, owls, and other small mammals, repEles, and amphibians.
K ’ C C— KaEe’s Cup is on Seventh Street & Fourth Avenue.
M L   P - A joint ministry between Zion, First, Tabor, Calvary, Emmanuel,
Salem and Trinity Lutheran Churches.
N  I S  - The Northern Illinois Synod of the ELCA is a gathering of people
created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God’s
creaEve, redeeming, and sancEfying acEvity in the world.
RIE A  L   M  - Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries brings our Lutheran
congregaEons together in partnership. Annual MeeEng October 1st at Christ Lutheran Church.
RI V C Y - The English Language Learners program uses the Youth Center at Zion
every other Wed. 1:00-3:00pm to tutor the Burmese community.
Z O  I - Zion Outreach is responsible for the Literacy Program and helping to raise
funds for WOW, the Buddy House and other grant programs.
P’ G  C   - We work with Patriots’ Gateway Center with the WOW program.
ZION D Z CF  - We work with ZDC to build community so pray for ZDC, Bob Campbell,
ExecuEve Director, and Chaplain BerEe Holmgren.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM

SUPPORT

CongregaEon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Our Ministers - All the People of Zion
Senior Pastor- Michael Thomas; methomas1966@gmail.com
Pastoral Intern - Julie Barger; jabarger14@gmail.com
Custodian - Viktor Jelnov; zionrockford@gmail.com
Financial Secretary - Arnie Swenson; swenas@aR.net
Music Ministry Coordinator - Jodi Beach; jodibeach3@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator - Janice Forrest; nursery@zionrockford.com
Oﬃce Manager - Jolyn Hess; zionrockford@gmail.com
Organist - Robert Leonhardt; htaobob@yahoo.com
Outreach Coordinator - Ruth Fairchild;
ruthfairchildlovesjesus@gmail.com
TransportaEon Coordinator - Gary Fulkerson
Literacy Coordinator - Wayne Spitzer; spitzer001@comcast.com
Wedding & Youth Coordinator - Kathy Hand; katahand3@gmail.com
WOW Coordinator - Janice Forrest; wow@zionrockford.com
Worship Media - Kurt Brown; zionrockford@gmail.com

NORTHERN IL SYNOD
RALM
CORNUCOPIA
PATRIOTS GATEWAY CENTER
MULTI-CULTURAL
WOW PROGRAM
ZION DEVELOPMENT
ZION LITERACY PROGRAM
LUTHERAN ACADEMY
ZION YOUTH TRIP
HUNGER APPEAL
MALARIA FUND

2017 BUDGET
$28,400.00
$2,840.00
$9,000.00
$1,500.00
$2,500.00
$5,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$2,500.00

Through June
$11,997.68
$1,199.77
$3,639.50
$876.00
$1,620.84
$1,473.00
$165.00
$492.00
$496.00
$87.79
$100.00

2017 Church Council Oﬃcers
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Pastor:

Bert Nyman
Michael Beert
Dick Brynteson
Ralph Musselman
Michael E. Thomas

Standing Commi\ee Leadership
Altar Guild Co-Chairs: Kathy Hand
Archives CommiRee Chair: Margaret Hallin
Building & Grounds CommiRee Co-Chairs: Don Falk and Torgny Hallin
Discipleship Team Chair: Jane Lightcap
Endowment CommiRee Chair: Richard Reinhardt
Evangelism Team: Be!y Jo Jacobs and Toni Wallin
Fellowship Team: Ralph Musselman and Toni Wallin
Finance CommiRee Chair: Dick Brynteson
Long Range CommiRee Chairs: ScoR Steingraeber and Michael Beert
Memorial CommiRee Chair: Karen Kermgard
Men’s Ministry CommiRee Chairs: Richard Reinhardt
Missions Team - Tyler Johnson and BeRy Morgan
MulE-Cultural CommiRee Chair: Yolanda Churchill and Jane Lightcap
Prayer Ministry CommiRee Chairs: Judy Lindstrom, Mary Norman
and Yolanda Churchill
Stewardship CommiRee Chair: Jeﬀ Carlson
Women of Zion Chair: Sue Drilling
Worship Team: Pastor Michael Thomas and Jeﬀ Campbell
(italics are 2017 Council Members)

MINISTRY PARTNERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Buddy House Ministry (Zion Outreach & AOLC)
ELCA - Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
KaEe’s Cup - Mariel Heinke, Board President
MidTown Lutheran Parish
Northern Illinois Synod - Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements
Patriots’ Gateway - Penny Billman, ExecuEve Director
RALM - Amy Hoening, ExecuEve Director
Zion Development - Bob Campbell, ExecuEve Director
Zion Outreach - Judy Lindstrom, Board President

S C F  2017
GRAPEVINE DEADLINE
A Y  13, 2017
To submit an arEcle, please bring a hardcopy to the church oﬃce
or email to zionrockford@gmail.com.
www.zionrockford.com
Like us on www.facebook.com
www.youtube.com/zionrockford

MISSION
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Zion is a congregaon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zion@zionrockford.com

PARTNERSHIPS

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE
(  ZI   FF )

May 28—September 3

Worship at 9:15am

Fellowship Follows
10:30am Burmese Worship

