December 2016

MEN’S CHRISTMAS CHORUS

Sunday Worship
8:00am and 10:30am
Burmese Worship at 10:30am
Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zion@zionrockford.com

Sunday, December 11 at the 10:30am worship
Prac>ce at 9:30am in the Choir Room

WOZ - LADIES CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
Monday, December 12 at Stockholm,
11:30 am
(See ar>cle on page 9 for more details)

Pastor Corner

2

Pastoral Intern

3

Songs and Suds

4

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Seasons of Stewardship / Book
Store / Midtown Lutheran Parish

5

Sunday, December 18 - 10:30am worship

Lutheran World Relief

6

Children’s Ministry /
Seminarian Update

7

Youth Group / WOW

8

Women of Zion

9

Literacy Program /
Mul>-Cultural Team

10

Zion News - This and That /
Welcome Center

11

Christmas Eve Worship

Advent & Christmas Season

12

Prayer Corner / Green Team

13

Calendar

14

December 24 - 4:00 and 11:00 pm
Candlelight & Communion Christmas Worship

Worship Leaders

Prac>ce on Saturday November 28th at 9:30am

ZION CHRISTMAS PARTY / POTLUCK

15 - 16

ELCA - Bishop Eaton

17

Mission Partners

18

Leadership Team /
Mission Support

19

Sunday, December 18 at Noon
Fellowship Hall
White Elephant GiC Exchange, CraCs projects for kids

Christmas Day Worship
December 25 - 9:15 am

CAROLS AND LESSONS
January 1 - 9:15am Christmas worship
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Advent is a >me of watching and wai>ng.
Christ came, Christ is present now, and
Christ will come again. We watch with
raptured hope for that day when the
fullness and reign of God’s merciful kingdom
will break in. We watch the wreath, the
candles being lit each week in the sanctuary,
the manger coming to life as the diﬀerent
characters slowly move toward the manger,
and the music that prepares us to focus on
the real presence of Christ. I will be wishing
people a Merry Christmas during the 12 days
of Christmas even when the world wants to
forget.
⇒ November 29; December 4, 11 & 18
Weekly Advent Worship with the
ligh>ng of Advent Wreath each week
and watching the diﬀerent characters
of Christmas move toward the manger
⇒ December 11 at 8:00 and 10:30am
Men’s Christmas Chorus
⇒ December 14 at Noon a Zion Partners
and Staﬀ Christmas Party at ZLC
⇒ December 18 at 10:30am Christmas
Cantata at worship
⇒ December 18 Zion Congrega>onal
Christmas Party from noon-2pm
Potluck and Caroling and Fes>vi>es
⇒ Christmas Eve communion and
candlelight worship at 4:00 & 11:00pm
⇒ December 25 at 9:15am Sunday
morning Christmas Worship
⇒ January 1 Christmas Carols and Lessons
worship at 9:15am

Elecng A Cross
by Michael E. Thomas
© 2016
Elect from every naon
Yet one over all the earth
The church was founded on a cradle
That led us to the cross
You elected Christ to be the base
For our foundaon in this place
This union with the holy is your doin’
A blessed, mysc sweet communion
We would not elect the weak
A cross is not what we would seek
We want greatness and power
Humanity seeks control in this hour
Elected Christ for power so lowly
To rule our hearts with love that’s holy
The favored one you had appear
You had for him a cross to wear
You have chosen the foolish and weak
To shame the proud who want to speak
Your favor has been granted to all
You voted for love to be our call
The chosen praise you loud and clear
To see the cross that trumps our fear
Called to enter the suﬀering here
You elected a cross to show you’re near
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“Think of the Scriptures as the lo&iest and noblest of holy things, as the richest of mines which can
never be suﬃciently explored, in order that you might ﬁnd divine wisdom which God here lays before
you in such simple guise as to quench all pride. Here you will ﬁnd the swaddling cloths and the manger
in which Christ lies, and to which the angel points the shepherds.
Simple and lowly are these swaddling cloths, but dear is the treasure, Christ, who lies in them.
Here you will ﬁnd the swaddling cloths and the manger in which Christ lies.” - Marn Luther
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In the holiday season we oCen remember tradi>ons that have
meaning to our families and friends. These rituals help connect the past
with the present and the future in meaningful ways and give us a solid
base to draw from when things in our life can feel uncertain and
stressful.
While there are many wonderful tradi>ons that are celebrated in my
family, one of the more unique ones is playing board games. I grew up
in a family with 5 siblings of varying ages so celebra>ng the holidays
meant that my brothers and sisters came home and spent >me with
our family. Playing board games or card games gave us the chance to
have fun and to enjoy spending >me together. It was great to win the game we played, but
we weren’t too serious about the compe>>on. It was so important to me that my parents
took >me out of their busy schedule to enjoy >me with us.
Playing games is s>ll part of our family tradi>on. My two boys are now grown men with their
own families and they are con>nuing the tradi>on of spending >me together in a fun way.
Playing games teaches sportsmanship skills and the importance of spending quality >me with
others. Even though my family is not here with me in Rockford, I’ve enjoyed playing games
with the children in the WOW program as a new genera>on to share with.
Faith tradi>ons that we carry on with our loved ones are also essen>al. The words and
ac>ons we use to express our faith are so important to share those tradi>ons with those close
to us. Prayers and Scripture readings can be part of the tradi>ons we share at the holidays.
We can also have rituals that encourage sharing our faith beyond the holiday itself. For
example, the holidays are a great >me to be thankful. Being thankful for all that God has
blessed us with can also be a part of a family’s supper discussion about what happened
during their day for which they are grateful. A family can also have a gra>tude poster on the
refrigerator where family members can add to regularly to iden>fy good giCs from God.
These ac>vi>es are just the start of the many ways that faith can be in daily or weekly family
discussions. They help us to be inten>onal about expressing our faith with others. The more
that we can verbalize our faith with discussions and tradi>ons, the more likely it is that our
family members will con>nue to ﬁnd ways to express their faith in meaningful ways. It would
be great if we could start a Gra>tude poster at Zion to add to on a regular basis- look for it
soon!

I thank my God every
time I remember you
Philippians 1:13
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STEWARDS OF TIME
MaThew 225:1-13 - Proverbs 31:10-31 - Exodus 20:8-11
Stewardship is about so much more than money. Stewardship, at its core, is about love. It is
one of the primary ways that we live out Jesus’ commandment to love God and our neighbor
with our whole beings. We are busy people! God has given us 24 hours in each day to live,
work, serve and praise. How are we using our >me? How might we best steward the >me that
God has given to us, as individuals and a congrega>on, to love God and our neighbor? When
we prac>ce year-round stewardship, we free stewardship from the shackles of the budget so
that we can be reunited with God’s mission in the world. We free stewardship from its
connec>on to the fall season, so that it can become a way of life. And we free stewardship
from the cries of scarcity, so that we can celebrate God’s abundance. www.ELCA.org/
growingstewards

Z  B$ S 
Thank you to all who visited our Reforma>on 500 Bookstore! For those of you who did not
browse the books—you s>ll have the opportunity to read the books that were sent to us as
samples. They are Zion’s to keep now, and will be available in the church library. Special
thanks to Kathy Rasch who has agreed to sort them and place them on the book shelves!
Also during these last two months of the year, unique 2017 calendars and Christmas gree>ng
cards have been laid on the counter in the welcome center. If you see a calendar or some
cards you’d like, please take them home with you. Likewise, if you have more than you
need at home , please bring them in and place them on the counter.

Midtown Lutheran Parish churches
Wednesdays (ongoing) - Pastor Chuck Olson oﬀers guitar lessons for children at Emmanuel.
Contact Emmanuel Lutheran Church for details.
Mondays in December - Study of Contempla>ve Prayer - 6:00-7:00 at Emmanuel
December - Korv sausage sale at Tabor. Call Tabor for details.
December 1 - Swedish Christmas Dinner fundraising (for Salva>on Army) at Salem
December 10 - St. Lucia Fest at First Lutheran and Salem Lutheran
December 10 - Yule Fest at Trinity
December 11 - St. Nicholas Fest at Emmanuel
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Missions Team held our monthly mee>ng and we discussed Lutheran World
Relief, and how we should do more for this organiza>on. So the commiTee put
together a >me frame to gather these items:
November – January: collect items for Health Kits :
Bath size bars of soap, adult toothbrush, sturdy comb, metal nail clippers,
bath sized (20x40 to 52x27) and rubber bands to secure the kit
February – April: collect items for Baby kits
May – July: collect items for school kits
August – November: collect ﬂeece for blankets or make quilts

S    N  H: !
To help Zion engage in Lutheran World Relief, our Missions Team has designated
November through January as Health Care collec>on months. To make personal
care kits, we’ll be collec>ng the items listed above – make sure you check size
and packaging requirements. Please place your items in the basket in the back of
the church. Thank you!
To help you remember, here’s a reminder in the spirit of the Supremes song:
“Stop in the Name of Love”
Stop! In the name of health
Before you leave the store.
Stop! In the name of health
Before you leave the store
Bring it over
Bring it over
Zion, Zion I’m aware of what they need
Each >me you go to shop
I watch you walking down the aisle
Knowing personal items they need
But this >me you leave the store
Make sure you check your list.
Thank you, Missions Team
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We have had a beau>ful fall, with warm weather and a lot of sun shine. I have enjoyed the
weather! In Sunday school, we celebrated the Reforma>on with Root beer and pretzels. I invite
you to check out the Reforma>on bulle>n board with the 95 Thesis pinned to the door. We had
fun playing Pin the Thesis on the Church door. Intern Pastor Julie and the youth joined us for the
Reforma>on celebra>on. Intern Pastor Julie taught the children about the diﬀerent symbols in the
church and a few Greek words. We also celebrated All Saints day. The children wrote their name
and a name of a family member, living or deceased, on bright colored note cards and put them on
a bulle>n board. We learned that we are all Saints and Sinners.
Soon we will begin our Advent journey. Advent is a wonderful and exci>ng season. I invite you to visit us in Sunday
school and feel free to join in the Advent journey with us. On December 25 and January 1, we will not have Sunday
school. Please worship with your family at 9:15am. Sunday school will resume on January 8, 2017.
Thank you for your con>nued support and prayers. Please con>nue to pray for the children.
Peace and Love,
Reverend Seminarian Katrina Steingraeber

S   U
Grace, Peace, and Mercy to you from our Triune God. It is hard to believe that my ﬁrst semester of seminary will be
coming to an end in early December. This ﬁrst semester has s>rred up a lot of emo>ons within me. With each
book, ar>cle, lecture, or discussion comes a new feeling. A few of the books have caused my heart to pound,
because I get so upset and frustrated by how people are treated by other people, that I have had to put the book
down and take a break. I have ques>oned a lot about myself and the church. Can I really do this seminary thing?
Am I being a good mom and wife? Are my professors really expec>ng me to read this whole book and write a paper in 7 days? Why doesn’t the church do this or that? Why doesn’t the church speak out about this injus>ce?
How can we as followers of Jesus turn people away? Do I have all the answers, NO! Thankfully, we have a loving
and compassionate God who picks me up and guides me along the way. My family has been wonderful. They support me with each step. ScoT and the boys encourage me when I ques>on if I can really get an assignment done. It
truly takes a village to raise children. I have a suppor>ve and loving village! I am truly thankful and blessed!
I will not be taking a class in January. I decided that it would be best to spend that month being a mom and wife. It
will be good for me as well as my family. I have pre-registered for the spring semester. I am taking 3 classes. I
have chosen Jesus within Judaism, Encountering the Living Word: An Introduc>on to Preaching, and The
Sacramental Landscape: An Intro to Worship. My classes will be Monday aCernoon and all day on Tuesday. Each
week, ScoT and I will determine, by what is going on in the family, if I will stay in Chicago on Monday night or come
home. I am blessed to have several classmates invite me to stay with them. My classmates and I have become a
family, it is an amazing thing.
Through all my ques>ons and concerns about seminary, God reassures me that this is where I belong. He has called
me to Ministry and con>nues to guide me with each step. My family cheers me on when I have doubts. They
forgive me when I forget to go to the store. And most important, they love me. I can’t imagine doing anything else.
“God is Good, All the Time and All the Time, God is Good.” Amen!
Peace and Love,
Reverend Seminarian Katrina Steingraeber
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May your guardian angel stay by your side… to bring you inspira>on when life
gets you down… to ﬁll your heart with determina>on when life puts obstacles in your
path… and to shower you with grace to nurture your spiritual growth as you travel
your path through life. May your angel wrap you in God’s love every day!
Conﬁrma>on con>nues at 9:15a.m. on Sunday: December 4, 11 and the 18th, in
the youth center. We will be ﬁnishing the commandments and move on to The
Apostles Creed. Ac>vi>es for the month of December:
◊
◊
◊

◊

Sunday; December 4th, we are considering an aCernoon of bowling with lunch. I will keep
you informed with addi>onal informa>on.
Saturday; December 17th, the youth will gather at 10:00 a.m. to bake some Christmas
goodies for a bake sale on Sunday the 18th.
Sunday; December 18th the youth will have dinner with the congrega>on and then go into
the youth center to have our own Christmas Party. Please bring a giC to exchange with
another youth. We will have our giC exchange and then game >me. Time to reﬂect on
what Christmas is about, the birth of our Jesus Christ.
Servant Trip, July 30th for 6-12th grades are going to Lake Traverse, SD.

I would like to say Thank you to Betsy and Allen Carlson for opening up their home and farm,
for a wonderful aCernoon with a hayride and bonﬁre for hotdogs and s'more's, the youth had
a great >me, Thanks again, Zion youth.
Kathy Hand , Youth Coordinator

WOW
Hello everyone, this season for WOW is going fast. We are in the holiday season
already and the children of WOW have been le^ng me know that they are nice, not
naughty. They want Santa Claus to come and see them. For this Christmas I am
asking for toys k-5th grades.
With the help of all of the volunteers WOW is an awesome program this year. I am
very blessed to be with such a spiritual group. I want to welcome Bonnie Dahlberg
for being a table parent and Joanne Johnson for helping in the kitchen. Pray for our
WOW volunteers. Please keep Tom and Sherry Habing in your prayers.

WOW CHRISTMAS PARTY is December 21st!
Janice Forrest, WOW Coordinator
Phone: 815-964-4609; Cell: 815-904-0064

W  Z 
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE DATES:
Thursday, December 8—MONTHLY COFFEE and Conversa>on on December 8 in fellowship
Hall at 10:00 a.m.
Monday, December 12—MERRY CHRISTMAS LUNCH at Stockholm Inn at 11:30.
Please bring a white elephant giC to exchange, (a white elephant is something you no longer
need, want, or use) for a liTle fun. Be prepared to pay for your own lunch. We need to make
reserva>ons, so PLEASE CALL KAREN KERMGARD at 398-4460 by Friday, December 9.

Saturday, March 11, 12:30 p.m.- BUNKO at Ka>e’s Cup. Desserts and coﬀee will be served.
We will be playing with tables of 4— so come and join us for some fast fun! If you’ve never
heard of bunko or played it, it’s very simple—you just roll the dice! Of course, prizes are
involved too!
The Rachel Circle decorated on Sunday, November 20, and would like to thank all who
assisted! Each year they add fes>ve beauty to our sanctuary and other spaces in our church.
Thank you to all Rachel's Circle for your eﬀorts and crea>vity!
AN IDEA TO BRIGHTEN THE ADVENT SEASON….Make a Caring and Sharing basket. Each day
of Advent put an item into the basket (a Reverse Advent Calendar) or a note of something you
did to brighten another’s day. Possibili>es are endless: items for the health kits being
collected by Zion’s Mission Team; buy a giC (chickens, goats, pigs) through the ELCA Good
GiCs catalog to help ﬁght world hunger (a few catalogs are available at church). Make visits,
phone calls, write notes to cheer a friend. Volunteer at church...do bagging for the pantry,
help in the WOW program or the tutoring program. Ask Bev Wessman or Kathy Hand about
needs at Sepuka Parish in Africa which was started by Bev and her late husband. You may
think of other ideas. Blessings to you as you help brighten our world and serve others as
followers of Jesus.

9

10

Z  L  H? P I 
In addi>on to suppor>ng our Literacy Program through the use of the envelope
for Zion Literacy Program, you can support our program by wri>ng a check for
the purchase of addi>onal library books or purchase one or more of the books
listed on our website on Facebook. You can ﬁnd the site by going on Facebook
and entering a search for “Zion Outreach's Literacy Program: Choosing to Read.”
In addi>on, if you have Children’s books that are not being used, we would
welcome their addi>on to our library. Just drop them oﬀ by the computer lab
door or at the church oﬃce.
Thanks for your con>nued support from Wayne Spitzer, all the volunteers and the children.

M: -C: : T
SEASON GREETINGS !!!!
It's the season of joy, giving, happiness and Celebra>on of the birth of Jesus Chris. It is within
this fes>ve spirit, we share the mission of Zion Lutheran Church inclusive of the Mul> Culture
CommiTee .......a mosaic community sharing the grace of Christ with all.
Many ask " How have we or how are we accomplishing our goals and missions as a diverse
mosaic church?" It is with great pride that the commiTee has accepted this mission and
Vision 2020 by exploring the diverse membership and ethnici>es of this church along with
their contribu>ons. In the past year, the commiTee has sponsored the celebra>ons of the
Burmese community, Miramar, Karenni and African American members. For the past year, on
every 3rd Sunday, we sponsor refreshments and conversa>on. Other ac>vi>es and
involvement or commiTee support has been the Taste of Zion, cookie bake for the church
Christmas party, and support of the Gospel Jamboree. We are an>cipa>ng a glorious
celebra>on acknowledging the Scandinavian Culture on Feb. 19, 2017. Our hope is that each
of you will worship with us at one service, remain for a short program aCer which their will
be a gathering for dinner and socializing. All are invited to take part in this celebra>on.
Finally, on Saturday December 17, we will have our cookie bake for the church Christmas
Party. Our mission is to foster inclusiveness, community, conversa>on and above all
togetherness among our diversity. If there are any sugges>ons for us on how to achieve our
mission or make our journey enjoyable, contact the Mul> Culture CommiTee.
Yours in Christ,
Ronald E. Simmons
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C
 DH  I - We are grateful to the Rachel Circle for decora>ng at Zion for the
Advent and Christmas Season. We are grateful to the Youth Group for se^ng up the Christmas
Tree. We are grateful to Jim Willemsen for se^ng up our Christmas manger.
A: R  - For those committee chairs, partners and staff we ask you to submit your
annual report in writing or email to Jolyn at zion@zionrockford.com. We ask for these reports
to be submitted by December 1, 2016. If you have any questions please contact Jolyn by email
or phone. Thank you.
CREDO M’ G  I - Patriots’ is host to the CREDO Men’s Gathering, for men in recovery, meet every Monday, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Come as you are and engage in fun, food, fellowship, worship, teaching and
prayer. (Men only.)
C : ’ M   ? - The service project for children’s ministry will be collecting individually
wrapped, kids friendly snacks for Rock House Kids. The snacks could be granola bars, jello
snack packs, pudding snack packs, individually wrapped crackers, cookies, gold fish, etc.
Please no snacks that require refrigeration. Children’s ministry will collect the snacks until the
end of the year. Thank you for supporting Rock House Kids.
P ? S : - Pastoral Intern Julie has been visi>ng homebound as well as members who
have been hospitalized. She has been giving prayer shawls to those in need. Our current
prayer shawl supply is ge^ng very low, if any one is interested in making and dona>ng prayer
shawls for this wonderful ministry please let Pastoral Intern Julie know. Blessings to you all!

W:H C
Please check out the books on the counter at the
Welcome Center—they are free for the taking!
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Joy Card Fund
Joy Fund - Each Advent Season, Zion members have the
opportunity to contribute to our Joy Fund. In lieu of sending
Christmas gree>ngs to your Zion friends, you are able to sign
one giant Joy Card located in the Narthex and contribute to the
Joy Fund. On Christmas Eve, all those who have contributed to
the fund will be acknowledged in the bulle>n. Monies will be
dispersed by the Special Ministries CommiTee to the Zion
Literacy Program.

PoinseKa Garden
Remember or honor your loved ones and help us beau>fy Zion’s
Sanctuary by sponsoring a poinse^a plant for our Christmas Garden.
All sponsors will be listed on an insert in our Christmas Eve bulle>ns.
Please ﬁll out the boTom por>on of this insert, enclose your check for
$9.25/plant and either place in the collec>on plate or return it to the
Church oﬃce by
Sunday, December 7, 2014.
___________________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s Name: ____________________________________________
In Memory of: ______________________________________________
In Honor of: ________________________________________________
Merry Christmas to: __________________________________________
Number of Plants: ________________ Amount Paid: $______________
I prefer to take my plant home on: (Please check date)
December 24th, aCer Christmas Eve Service _______________
December 28th _______________

Dona>on to Cornucopia Food Pantry: $__________________

P ? C 
THIS MONTH WE ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR:
+ the ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral Intern Julie
Barger, the Zion Church Council, the Zion Staﬀ, Zion Outreach Board, Staﬀ and Programs of Patriots’
Gateway Center, and Zion Development.
+ Pastor Raja Socrates and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
+ the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students
of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.
+ those hospitalized, or recupera>ng in their homes or healthcare centers, and those with ongoing health
concerns: Mark Schwartzlow and Pr. Jane McChesney; Those who grieve the loss of family and/or
friends—Pr. Intern Julie Barger (ex father-in-law Ed); Doris Johnson family; Yolanda Churchill (friend
Keith); our Zion homebound; those who have spiritual, emo>onal, physical and mental challenges;
homeless and refugees throughout the world.
The end of human traﬃcking that exploits people everywhere.
Prayer Requests – If you have a prayer request OR a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please no>fy Pastor
Mike, Judy Lindstrom or Mary Norman. We will treat your requests with discre>on and conﬁden>ality.
Our Zion Prayer Room is open and available for private or small group prayers. You are welcome to use this
room any>me the church is open. It is oﬀ the Atrium on the Sanctuary level of the church.
Prayer Ministry Team: Many members and friends of Zion pray daily for the pe>>ons that have been
submiTed. We would like you to join our team! Contact Judy Lindstrom or Mary Norman so that we can
put you on the prayer no>ﬁca>on list.
Our monthly prayer gathering in December will be at 9:30 on Wednesday, December 14. We will share a
devo>onal >me and talk about various prayer concerns.

G  T N
SOME FUN RECYCLE FACTS
⇒

The fate of the living planet is one of the most important issues facing mankind. “Each genera>on takes
the earth as trustees.” J. Edward Morton

⇒

Are we doing all we can to secure the future of our planet? There are programs oﬀered by Keep
Northern Illinois Beau>ful in which we can all par>cipate and do our share:

⇒

The Great American Cleanup in the past 10 years picked up 2,850 miles of roadway—the distance
between Rockford and San Diego. THANKS TO ALL THOSE VOLUNTEERS. Perhaps you can help next
year.

⇒

In the 30 years since Christmas tree recycling began, the es>mated weight of trees collected equals
that of one thousand 747 planes! That program will begin again on January 1. Keep in mind that trees
will be mulched and the mulch will be available on a 1st come-1st served basis. If you use a live tree,
please recycle it! The list of sites will be in the Mission Zion during the laTer part of December.
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12
9:00 AM Grapevine ArScles
Due
9:30 AM Small Group Library
11:30 AM WOZ Christmas
Brunch - Stockholm Inn
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library

19
9:30 AM Small Group Library
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library

26
Oﬃce Closed

11
8:00 AM Men's Christmas Chorus
9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM Educa>on Hours / Nursery
10:00 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
10:30 AM Men's Christmas Chorus
5:00 PM Credo - Bitner Youth Center

18
8:00 AM TradiSonal Worship
9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM Educa>on Hours / Nursery
10:00 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
10:30 AM Christmas Cantata Worship
12:00 PM Zion Christmas Party
12:00 PM Mul>-Cultural Team - Library

25
Christmas Day
9:15 AM Worship
10:00 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

7
10:30 AM Staﬀ Mee>ng - Library
11:00 AM Bible Study / In The
Bag
4:00 PM WOW(4-6 PM)

30
11:00 AM Bible Study / In The
Bag
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - Youth
Center
4:00 PM WOW(4-6 PM)
4:45 PM WOW Worship
6:00 PM Long Range Planning

Wednesday

27
7:00 AM Book Study at
Stockholm Inn

20
7:00 AM Book Study at
Stockholm Inn
9:00 AM Grapevine Mailing
6:00 PM Bldg & Grounds

28
11:00 AM Bible Study / In The
Bag
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - Youth
Center

Thursday

15
11:30 AM Finance CommiTee Ka>e's Cup
4:30 PM Patriots' Board
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
6:00 PM HR CommiTee
7:00 PM Church Council

8
10:00 AM Women of Zion Fellowship Hall
12:00 PM Missions Team ( Ka>esCup)
2:00 PM Memorial CommiTee
4:00 PM Ka>e's Cup Board
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
5:30 PM Zion Development Mee>ng Ka>e's Cup

1
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room

29

21
22
10:30 AM Staﬀ Mee>ng - Library
11:00 AM Bible Study / In The
Bag
4:00 PM WOW(4-6 PM)
4:45 PM WOW Worship

14
9:30 AM Prayer Ministry
12:00 PM ZION PARTNER
Christmas Party - Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM TRCUT Clergy Unity 1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - Youth
Meal (Ka>e’s Cup)
Center
4:00 PM WOW(4-6 PM)

13
7:00 AM Book Study at
Stockholm Inn

6:00 PM SONGS & SUDS
(&Santa) at Ka>e’s Cup

6
7:00 AM Book Study at
Stockholm Inn

5
9:30 AM Small Group Library
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library
3:00 PM Archives

4
8:00 AM TradiSonal Worship
9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM Educa>on Hours / Nursery
10:00 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
10:30 AM FesSve Worship

Tuesday

28
29
9:30 AM Small Group 7:00 AM Book Study at
Library
Stockholm Inn
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library
1:30 PM Bag Fluﬃng Fellowship Hall
5:30 PM MTLP Council
Mee>ng

Monday

27
8:00 AM TradiSonal Worship
9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM Educa>on Hours / Nursery
10:00 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
10:30 AM FesSve Worship

Sunday

December 2016 Calendar

Saturday

OFFICE CLOSED

30

OFFICE CLOSED

23

16

9
5:00 PM Credo Bitner Youth
Center

31

24
4:00 PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship
11:00 PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship

17
10:00 AM - Youth
Baking - Kitchen
Noon - 4 PM
Christmas Cookie
Baking - Kitchen

10
5:00 PM Credo Bitner Youth Center

2
3
11:00 AM Worship
Team - Bitner
Youth Center

Friday

14

December 4

CHRISTMAS
DAY
ONE WORSHIP
SERVICE
AT 9:15am

December 11
December 18
December 25 – 9:15 am Worship
Men’s Chorus
Acolytes
Dick Brynteson, Troy Hering
Jeff Carlson
Darrell Lindstrom, Marvin Moore Debbie Gortowski, Jessica Brown
Altar Guild
Diane Veitch, Wendy Holman
Don and Shirley Falk
JoAnne Johnson, Mary Franzen
Norm and Colette Buchert
Assisting Minister
Jane Burden
Deb Gortowski
Jim Willemsen
Sheryl Andreasen
Communion Assistants Dick Brynteson, Troy Hering
Jeff Carlson,
Darrell Lindstrom, Marvin Moore,
Deb Gortowski, Jessica Brown,
Mary Norman, Cherene Sweeny
Pr. Intern Julie Barger,
Dick Brynteson, Diane Veitch
Nancy Warden
Judy Lindstrom
Greeters
Ken and Mary Franzen
Darrell and Judy Lindstrom Pr. Intern Julie Barger, Diane Veitch
Ruth Fairchild, Mary Norman
Lay Reader
Joanne Johnson
Pr. Intern Julie Barger
Judy Lindstrom
Dick Brynteson
Sound
Jeff Carlson
Kurt Brown
Scott Steingraeber
Scott Johnson
Ushers
Don Carlson,
Ruth Fairchild, Ralph MusselKen Franzen,
Rod Calacci, Mark Calacci,
Norm and Colette Buchert
man,
Tony Wallin
Leona Foster
Leona Foster
December 4
December 11
December 18
10:30am
Men’s Chorus
Christmas Cantata
Acolytes
Youth
Youth
Youth
Altar Guild
Kathy Hand
Vivian Anderson, Ruth Larson
Kathy Hand, Bev Wessman
Assisting Minister
Jane Burden
Deb Gortowski
Jim Willemsen
Communion Assistants
Youth
Youth, Ruth Larson,
Youth, Phyllis Campbell,
Vivian Anderson,
Amelia Canedy
Pr. Intern Julie Barger
Greeters
Allan and Betsy Carlson
Amelia Canedy, Ingrid TrygSue Drilling, Betty Morgan
gestad
Lay Readers
Betsy Carlson
Pr. Intern Julie Barger
N/A
Sound/Media
David Bippus
Kurt Brown
Scott Steingraeber
Ushers
Jim Duhigg, Jeff Hand
Dan Larson, Yolanda Churchill,
Neal Tolodxi, Bob Bandi,
Ron Simmons
Richard Sarles, Stuart Johnson,

8:00 am

December 2016 Worship Leader Schedule
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Join us for Candlelight Worship
at
4:00PM & 11:00PM

Christmas Eve
Worship Assistance

December 24
4:00PM

December 24
11:00PM

Acolyte

Maggie Thomas, Marvin Moore

Deb Gortowski, Aria Beert

Altar Guild

Diane Veitch

Kathy Hand, Bev Wessman

Assis>ng Minister

Pr. Intern Julie Barger

Pr. Intern Julie Barger

Communion Assistants

Maggie Thomas, Marvin Moore
Jeﬀ Carlson, Mary Norman

Deb Gortowski, Aria Beert
Brad Roos, Nancy Warden

Greeters

Marjorie Carlson, Ingrid Tryggestad

Pastor Amy & Bert Nyman

Lay Reader

Jeﬀ Carlson

Brad Roos

Sound

Kurt Brown

ScoT Johnson

Ushers

Tony Wallin, Bob Bandi

Jeﬀ Dahlberg, Charlie Dahlberg
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CHICAGO – The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), has issued the following statement on Standing Rock.
Statement from ELCA Presiding Bishop Eaton on Standing Rock
When we come together for worship, we oCen begin with confession and forgiveness using
these words: “We confess that we are cap>ve to sin and cannot free ourselves.” Lutherans
acknowledge that this is a broken world and, as part of it, even our best wisdom and eﬀorts
fall short. Very oCen we face issues of extraordinary complexity in which all sides make reasoned arguments for their reality. The current situa>on at Standing Rock in North Dakota is
just such a case.
The route of the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) runs through contested land, which the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe sees as their homeland and sacred places, including burial grounds. Proponents of the DAPL sees it as a combina>on of public and private property. The pipeline will run
under Lake Oahe, the primary water source for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. What we see is
the tension between two peoples trying to share one land. We can also see the tension between our dependence on fossil fuels and the commitment this church has made to care for
crea>on.
This past August, the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly passed a resolu>on repudia>ng the
doctrine of discovery. In it we pledged “to prac>ce accompaniment with Na>ve peoples.” The
doctrine declared that indigenous land was “unoccupied” as long as Chris>ans were not present. Land deemed “unoccupied” was, therefore, “discovered,” as if it had been previously unknown to humankind. This doctrine was used as jus>ﬁca>on for European monarchies, and
later the U.S. government, to take land from Na>ve people. Many of us in this church who are
immigrants have beneﬁted from the injus>ces done to the original inhabitants of this land
where we now live and worship. Our church also includes American Indian and Alaskan Na>ve
people, who have been on the receiving end of the injus>ces done. When we repudiated the
doctrine of discovery, we Lutherans pledged to do beTer together in the future than we have
in the past.
Acknowledging the complexity of this issue and the limita>ons sin places on human decisions, I
believe that we are called as a church to support the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe: to stand with
the Tribe as they seek jus>ce, to encourage our congrega>ons to pray for them and to oﬀer
material support, and to examine the racism inherent in our system that contributes to the
current crisis. As promised in our resolu>on repudia>ng the doctrine of discovery, we will listen to tribal leaders and respect their wisdom.
We will lend our presence when invited, our advocacy when requested, the resources of our
people when asked, and our prayers, friendship and repentance at all >mes.
Your sister in Christ,
Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A H L   C  H - We have a partnership with the Parangipettai Lutheran Church
in South India of the Arcot Lutheran Church, pray for this church and for their Pastor,
Rev.Sebastian Jones Arpudaraj Simpson who is Pastor and the Director of the ALC and
Community College; Pastor Daniel Nkenzi of Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
B? SH - We host the Blackhawk Area Council leadership team meetings weekly.
Contact Cannie Ware at 815.397.0210 or cannie.ware@scouting.org.
F P ? - Zion is in collaboration with Cornucopia Food Pantry located at 402
Market Street, Rockford. We appreciate your financial support. We are open for people
to bring donations, pick-up food and volunteer on Tuesday and Thursday morning from
9-11am, and the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9-11am.
LOMC - A camp, retreat, or ac>vity for everyone. LOMC isn’t just for summer, and it’s not just
for kids! 640 acres of the great outdoors. Experience the pond, prairie, and forest that is home
to deer, wild turkey, hawks, owls, and other small mammals, rep>les, and amphibians.
K ’ C— Ka>e’s Cup is on Seventh Street & Fourth Avenue. Join us November 1st for
Songs and Suds from 6-9pm for music and singing
M  L   P
- A joint ministry between Zion, First, Tabor, Calvary, Emmanuel,
Salem and Trinity Lutheran Churches.
N    I::  S? - The Northern Illinois Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) is a gathering of people created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
called and sent to bear witness to God’s crea>ve, redeeming, and sanc>fying ac>vity in the
world.
RH$  A  L   M    - Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries brings our Lutheran
congrega>ons together in partnership.
RH$ V::? C::I - The English Language Learners program uses the Youth Center at Zion
every other Wed. 1:00-3:00pm to tutor the Burmese community.
Z  O H - Zion Outreach is responsible for the Literacy Program and helping to raise
funds for WOW, the Buddy House and other grant programs.
P  ’ G? C - We work with Patriots’ Gateway Center on Wednesday with the
WOW Program or aCer school programs. Cherene Sweeny, Execu>ve Director.
ZION D: - We work with ZDC to build community so pray for ZDC, Bob Campbell,
Execu>ve Director, and Chaplain Ber>e Holmgren.
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Our Ministers - All the People of Zion
Senior Pastor- Michael Thomas; pmethomas@zionrockford.com
Pastoral Intern - Julie Barger; jabarger14@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry Coordinator—Katrina Steingraeber;
kids@zionrockford.com
Custodian - Viktor Jelnov; zionrockford@gmail.com
Financial Secretary - Arnie Swenson; swenas@aT.net
Music Ministry Coordinator - Jodi Beach; jodibeach3@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator - Janice Forrest; nursery@zionrockford.com
Oﬃce Manager - Jolyn Hess; zionrockford@gmail.com
Organist - Robert Leonhardt; htaobob@yahoo.com
Outreach Coordinator - Ruth Fairchild;
ruthfairchildlovesjesus@gmail.com
Transporta>on Coordinator - Gary Fulkerson
Literacy Coordinator - Wayne Spitzer; spitzer001@comcast.com
Wedding & Youth Coordinator - Kathy Hand; katahand3@gmail.com
WOW Coordinator - Janice Forrest; wow@zionrockford.com
Worship Media - Kurt Brown; zionrockford@gmail.com

NORTHERN IL SYNOD
RALM
ZION DEVELOPMENT
PATRIOT CENTER
LUTHER ACADEMY
CORNUCOPIA
MULTI-CULTURAL
WOW PROGRAM
OTHER DONATION
ZION OUTREACH LITERACY PROGRAM

2016 BUDGET
$28,400.00
$2,840.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,100.00
$9,000.00
$2,000.00
$5,500.00
$4,000.00
$1,000.00

SPECIAL DONATIONS
HUNGER APPEAL
ARCOT LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION
ZION OUTREACH GOSPEL JAMBOREE
LSSI
MALARIA
TANZANIA
THANKSGIVING BASKETS
ZION OUTREACH GOSPEL JAMBOREE
YOUTH TRIP

JAN-OCT ACTUAL
$22,875.11
$ 1,384.35
$ 1,340.00
$ 1,605.00
$ 1,255.00
$ 5,924.00
$ 1,921.00
$ 5,028.25
$ 910.00
$ 1,894.31

$
70.00
$
40.00
$ 150.00
$ 100.00
$ 650.00
$
5.00
$
1,663
$ 150.00
$ 1,500.00

2016 Church Council Oﬃcers
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Pastor:

Nancy Warden
Dick Johnson
Dick Brynteson
Ralph Musselman
Michael E. Thomas

Standing Commi`ee Leadership
Altar Guild Co-Chairs: Kathy Hand
Archives CommiTee Chair: Margaret Hallin
Building & Grounds CommiTee Co-Chairs: Dick Johnson, Don Falk,
and Torgny Hallin
Discipleship Team Chair: Nancy Warden
Endowment CommiTee Chair: Richard Reinhardt
Evangelism Team: Be<y Jo Jacobs and Joanne Adrian
Fellowship Team: Ralph Musselman and Tyler Johnson
Finance CommiTee Chair: Dick Brynteson
Long Range CommiTee Chairs: ScoT Steingraeber and Dick Johnson
Memorial CommiTee Chair: Karen Kermgard
Men’s Ministry CommiTee Chairs: Darrell Lindstrom
and Richard Reinhardt
Missions Team - Bert Nyman and BeTy Morgan
Mul>-Cultural CommiTee Chair: Ron Simmons and Yolanda Churchill
Prayer Ministry CommiTee Chairs: Judy Lindstrom, Mary Norman
and Tyler Johnson
Stewardship CommiTee Chair: Jeﬀ Campbell
Women of Zion Chair: Mary Norman
Worship Team: Pastor Michael Thomas
and Jeﬀ Campbell
(italics are 2016 Council Members)
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Buddy House Ministry (Zion Outreach & AOLC)
ELCA - Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Ka>e’s Cup - Mariel Heinke, Board President
MidTown Lutheran Parish
Northern Illinois Synod - Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements
Patriots’ Gateway - Cherene Sweeny, Execu>ve Dir.
RALM - Amy Hoening, Execu>ve Director
Zion Development - Bob Campbell, Execu>ve Director
Zion Outreach - Judy Lindstrom, Board President

J ? 2017 GRAPEVINE DEADLINE
DH] 14, 2016
To submit an ar>cle, please bring a hardcopy to the church oﬃce
or email to zion@zionrockford.com.
The church can be found on the web at hTp://zionrockford.com
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S+,-./ W123456
8:00am Tradi>onal Worship
10:30am Fes>ve Worship
10:30am Burmese Worship
Fellowship Follows

