SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE

June 2017
Sunday Worship: 8:00am and 10:30am
Burmese Worship at 10:00am
Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zion@zionrockford.com
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May 28—September 3

Worship at 9:15am

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL &
TEENS GROWING IN FAITH WEEK
July 10-14
Emmanuel Lutheran, Rockford

FOURTH OF JULY
FAMILY FUN FEST
Zion and Patriots’ Sponsored
Family Fun Fest!
Enjoy food, fun and
downtown ﬁreworks.
4–7pm Family Fun Fest
7pm parade and 8-10 Fireworks
(food too)
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PASTOR’S CORNER
S    K  
I give God thanks and praise for the ministry
of Katrina Steingraeber, who has been called
to the ministry of Word and Sacrament.
Katrina has begun seminary and now is
stepping down as the Children’s Ministry
Coordinator eﬀec:ve June 1. Star:ng in the
fall, she will do a seminary training class at
Our Savior’s called “Ministry in Context” that
is very part :me. However, it means she will
not be able to serve at Zion. Katrina has
done a great job on the staﬀ at Zion. We will
miss her being around during the school
year. She will be preaching August 20th here
at Zion.
P 

I

Zion has been assigned a Pastoral Intern for
2017-2018 from Wartburg Seminary.
Seminarian Paul Gebo has been assigned to
Zion and he will start September 1st. He is
going to do Clinical Pastoral Educa:on in
Iowa this summer. We are grateful for our
current Pastoral Intern Julie Barger. She will
be with us un:l the end of August. She will
be moving to Wartburg Seminary when she
leaves here for her ﬁnal year of seminary. I
thank the Internship Support CommiOee.
Many of them will be serving with our new
intern. If you would like to join the Intern
Support CommiOee, please let me know.
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Again this summer, Zion Lutheran Church will
be a “Summit Partner” to send people to the
Global Leadership Summit. This two day
event is August 10-11 with world class
speakers on various topics of leadership. This
year the event will be simulcast not at
Heartland but at Rockford University. Please
consider aOending and/or consider
sponsoring someone to aOend.
The local simulcast is sponsored by “Rockford
Leadership Inc.” led by Bryan Selander, a
former Zion Development Board member.
The early bird registra:on cost is $99.00 un:l
June 27th if you use the code SPC17 when
you register online. If you would like the
church oﬃce to register you, please let us
know.
As a Summit Partner, Zion Lutheran Church
and our partners receive this code that
reduces the price to aOend (normally $189).
An email will be sent out to those connected
with Zion and the partnering organiza:ons
(with the code) in the next few weeks. Check
out www.willowcreek.com/events/
leadership for more informa:on.
Peace,
Pastor Michael Thomas
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PASTORAL INTERN
“Truth”
How do we describe the truth? In our Currency of Truth discussion, we
talked about diﬀerent ways of describing the truth. Many :mes, people
think of the truth as a fact that people can prove as right or wrong. There
is another thought of truth as the perspec:ve of others that is shared so
that what is experienced is shared as truth. Hearing other people’s truth
helps us understand a more global perspec:ve as God sees things.
Scripture tells us that we are all created in the image of God. God’s truth
is that all have abundant life. Jesus tells us to love our enemies and shows us the importance
of caring for those who are in need or oppressed. Jesus listened to those who were powerless
and helped them regain their place in the community.
One of the ways we can experience the truth is to listen to the stories of the powerless
ﬁrst. Who are the people in our community whose voices are not heard? If we listen with an
open heart and an open mind to all voices, we can have mutual understanding of the truth.
It’s important that we hear the truth so that we can acknowledge the problems and change
what is needed to restore the power balance as Jesus did. This is central to restoring
rela:onships and wellness for all in our community.
One way that we are ini:a:ng truth seeking conversa:ons at Zion is through our Diversity
discussion groups. This discussion group model comes from a health care center model to
facilitate dialogue between employees across diﬀerences. Here at Zion, we are facilita:ng
dialogue between Zion community members across diﬀerences. A small group of people from
diﬀerent ages, genders, cultures, and professions have been invited to listen and share their
thoughts on various ques:ons in the group. Using respecTul communica:on guidelines, a
ques:on is passed around the group and members can choose to answer the ques:on or
pass. A ques:on such as “Do you think it is possible to achieve diversity?” has given me great
insight into people’s experienced truth. It has helped me consider other perspec:ves that I
was not aware of. This has allowed for mutual understanding and a closer vision to what a
mosaic community is. We have had one group for 6 weeks and are in the process of beginning
another with new members. We will then have a break for summer and start again in the fall.
It is our hope that each member of Zion will be invited to par:cipate in a diversity group
session over :me.
Please contact Sheryl Andreasen, Ron Simmons, or myself for more informa:on.
Blessings,
Pastoral Intern Julie Barger
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“Chicks With Sticks” - Prayer Shawl Ministry
The kniUng and croche:ng of the prayer shawl ministry group con:nues to grow and we are
blessed by all who have par:cipated in any way. We would especially like to thank those who
have completed or donated prayer shawls, baby blankets, or pocket prayer shawls ; Joanne
Johnson, Carol Johnson, Phyllis Lind, Vanda Nielsen, Bonnie Dahlberg, Marsha Wurtlin and
BeOy Morgan.
We plan to have a blessing of new prayer shawls in worship on May 28 at the 9:15 a.m. service.
If you know of someone who has need of a prayer shawl, please contact Pastor Mike, Pastor
Intern Julie or Jolyn , Oﬃce Manager.
The group is going to con:nue to meet for the summer. Our next mee:ng will be June 12 at
11:30 a.m. in the Youth Center. We always welcome new chicks to the ﬂock!

Diversity Focus Group
Helping Build Zion’s Mosaic Community
Eight members par:cipated in the ﬁrst diversity focus group at Zion Lutheran. The group is
another way we are accomplishing our Vision 2020 of being a mosaic community through
con:nuing to build an inclusive environment where all feel respected and valued.
The group members were selected and invited to ensure the greatest diversity in the group
possible i.e. age, gender, race, experience/background, etc. The reason for this diversity is to
help the group members get to know each other, learn through the sharing of each other’s
experiences and appreciate our similari:es and diﬀerences. The group used ques:ons
designed to guide the sharing of experiences and thoughts.
Another group will be forming and will meet through June. The group meets, aXer the second
service, for 1.5 hours for 6 weeks. The goal is to have a couple of these diversity groups a year
so that as many members of Zion can be involved as possible. Another goal is to have the
members of the group be as diverse from one another as possible. If you are interested in
being a part of a group you can contact Pastoral Intern Julie, Ron or Sheryl through the church
oﬃce and let her know. The group size is limited to around 8 people so please have pa:ence
as it may take some :me to include everyone that is interested.
The group is facilitated by Sheryl Andreasen and Ron Simmons. Pastoral Intern Julie has been
key to geUng the groups organized. Please feel free to talk to Ron, Sheryl or Julie if you have
any ques:ons about this new venture to grow together as the body of Christ!

SEPUKA, TANZANIA UPDATE
As many of you know, Miriam and I have returned from our trip to Sepuka, Tanzania in February.
We had a wonderful trip, returning to our home congrega:on and the 10 surrounding churches,
several that our father assisted in building in the 1950’s. We had heart felt gatherings at each
church with the evangelists and many of the members, with gree:ngs from the members to all of
us. Exchanging giXs from Zion, each received a picture of Zion that Marj Carlson drew, $25.00
and school supplies. The churches were so thankful, to see family of the Pastor David Henry that
assisted in building their church or school, with a meal and small giXs. So many remembering
mom and dad, and how dad would work them with deadlines, and gra:tude.
The best news, phase one of the well project is almost complete. The well pump and founda:on
is running, and is piped into the 3 dispensary buildings. They have 2 sinks with running water with
2 addi:onal sinks ready to put into place. This should be completed with the dispensary up and
running again as we read this grapevine.
Phase Two: Building the water harves:ng systems that will harvest rain water oﬀ the Church
roof. This was also being worked on as we were there. They had just ﬁnished the ﬁrst catchment
system and the next step was the guOers from the church. They have plans for a second catchment system next to the church, with some of the money that remains from what we have sent
to them. Addi:onal systems, at the pastor’s house and at the 2 schools, are in plans in the
future as we will need to send addi:onal funds.
Thank you for your prayers and assistance.
Kathy and Miriam / Sepuka Lutheran Church of Tanzania
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VBS REGISTRATION
Registra#on Form For VBS (One Child per registra#on form)
July 10-14 at Emmanuel Lutheran Church from 9am-noon
Cost: FREE for grades Preschool-FiXh
Closing Program: Friday, July 14 at 11:30
Child’s name:
Birth date:
Grade Completed: _________________________________________________________
Age:
Mother’s name:
Father’s name:
Guardian:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Home Phone:
Work Phone:
Cell Phone:
Email:
Baptized? Yes/No Where?
Church child attends?
Language Spoken at home?
School Attending:
Special classroom needs?
Allergies?
Who else is authorized to pick up child?
In case of emergency, please call?

Photos may be taken and published in local newspaper, church publications or website and I
agree such photos may be used. I understand that the group may travel by bus/van. I hereby
release the Midtown Lutheran Parish churches, its staff and leaders from responsibility and
liability for any injury or illness that my child may sustain. In the event of an emergency, I
hereby authorize an adult leader as an agent for me, to consent to medical treatment and/or
hospital care as advised by physician. I understand that I will be contacted as soon as possible.
Parent/Guardian Signature:
Date:
o I would be willing to help during the week!
o I need help with transportation!

TGIF REGISTRATION
Teens Growing in Faith Week
During VBS from July 10-14 from 9:00am - 4:00pm
MIDTOWN LUTHERAN PARISH TGIF PROGRAM
HELD AT: Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Mon.

9:00am-Noon (VBS)

Mon.

Lunch (bring sack lunch or money)
Team Building Games from 12:304:00pm @ Zion Lutheran Church

Tues.

9:00am-Noon (VBS)

Tues.

Lunch (bring lunch)

Parents/Adults Support
Please sign-up to help when
you can lead the TGIF teens in
the mornings or a*ernoon.

Service Projects from 12:304:00pm @ Zion Lutheran Church

Wed.

9:00am-Noon (VBS) Lunch

Wed.

Lunch (bring lunch)
Service Projects from 12:304:00pm @ Zion Lutheran Church

Thurs. 9:00am-Noon (VBS)
Thurs.

Mon.

o 9:00am-noon
o Noon-4

Tues.

o 9:00am-noon
o Noon-4

Wed.

o 9:00am-noon
o Noon-4

Thurs.

o 9:00am-noon
o Noon-4

Fri.

o 9:00am-noon
o Noon-2pm

Lunch (bring lunch)
Service Projects from 12:304:00pm @ Zion Lutheran Church

Fri.

9:00am-Noon (VBS)

Fri.

Lunch (VBS hot dog lunch)
12:30 – 2:00 Assist with
cleaning up the VBS

Registration Fee

$5.00
TOTAL $

Photos may be taken and published in local newspaper, church publications or website and I agree such photos may be
used. I understand that the group may travel by bus/van. I hereby release the Midtown Lutheran Parish churches, its staff
and leaders from responsibility and liability for any injury or illness that my child may sustain. In the event of an emergency, I hereby authorize an adult leader as an agent for me, to consent to medical treatment and/or hospital care as advised
by physician. I understand that I will be contacted as soon as possible.

Parent/Guardian Signature:
Phone Number:
Date:
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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It is hard to believe that school is out May 26, 2017 and summer ac:vi:es are in full swing. May
21, 2017 was our last day of Sunday school. I will be stepping down as Children’s Ministry
Coordinator at the end of May, to fulﬁll seminary requirements in the 2017-2018 academic year.
I want to thank you for your support of Sunday school and Children’s Ministry. I have
enjoyed geUng to know the children and I will miss them.
Vaca:on Bible School will be at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, July 10 through the 14, from 9am
to Noon, with a hotdog lunch on Friday. If you are interested in volunteering, please let me
know.
Thank you again for all your prayers and support for Children’s Ministry. Enjoy your summer!
Peace and Love, Reverend Seminarian Katrina Steingraeber

SEMINARY UPDATE
Grace, peace, and mercy are yours from our Triune God. I want to thank the Women of Zion for invi:ng me to
share my call story. Your love, prayers, and support are amazing. I am so touched. I cannot Thank you
enough. You are an amazing group.
I am thankful to have :me oﬀ, from seminary, to spend with the family and get a few things done around the
house. A few months oﬀ will be great :me for renewal and rest.
As I wrote in last month’s newsleOer, I will be at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church for the 2017-2018 academic
year. I will be there to fulﬁll a requirement for my Ministerial Leader II class for seminary. I will be at Our Savior’s from Labor Day un:l Christmas break and then again from early February to the end of the school year.
My family and I will remain a members of Zion and my family will divide their :me between Zion and Our Savior’s. I will be back at Zion just in :me for Conﬁrma:on. I will miss you all.
Thank you again for all your love and support!
Peace and Love, Reverend Seminarian Katrina Steingraeber

YOUTH GROUP
June 11th, 9:15 service / Conﬁrma#on Sunday
We will be celebra:ng Aria Beert’s aﬃrma:on of faith. Please, join in with Aria’s family and
friends to celebrate her faith in Christ, as a member of Zion church. The youth will serve cake and
refreshments in her honor.
As the youth begin their summer break, there will be a few ac:vi:es that the youth will be a part
of:
July 4th, 3:00pm – 10:30pm
The youth and WOW program are joining together, for another July 4th Fun Fes:val. Food, Fun, Games, and all
sorts of things before and during the ﬁreworks. Please, come down to church and have a fun ﬁlled evening with
fellowship through the neighborhood. God is Good.
July 10 – 14, Vaca#on Bible School and Teen’s Growing in Faith week.
The Midtown churches are making these plans, so please watch for this in the weeks to follow.
July 30 – August 4, Youth Mission Trip to Lake Traverse, S.D.
Kathy Hand / Youth Director

WOW PROGRAM
Wow, this is the last month for WOW. We had a great season with the kids.
There will be 6 ﬁXh graders that will not be with us for next season due to
entering the 6th grade. Hopefully they will come back to volunteer with us.
May the 24th we are having a Wow Family Dinner. Dinner will start at 5pm
un:l 6pm. Thanks to Darrell Lindstrom for taking the extra steps for WOW to
have an awesome party for the children on the last day at WOW.
I want to thank all of the volunteers, anyone who donated to the program,
and Intern Julie Barger for sharing with the children your special giXs, especially your
puppets.
There is a volunteer get together May 31st, 4pm un:l 5:30pm. If you have volunteered for
WOW please come and fellowship with family and friends. There is a WOW Leadership
mee:ng June 7th at Lung Fung 226 7th St, from 4pm un:l 5:30 pm. If you are not able to come
please call Janice.
Janice Forrest , WOW Coordinator

W: 815-964-4609; C: 815-904-0064

MIDTOWN LUTHERAN PARISH
“THE STREET STORE”
MidTown Lutheran Parish will hold a Street Store from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, July 29,
2017 at First Lutheran Church. A Street Store is similar to a garage sale without the “sale”
part. Church members and friends are asked to donate clothing and shoes - clean and gently
used - to be given without charge to others who visit the “store” on that day.
Dona:ons are needed and will be collected and stored at each church un:l
the day of the Street Store. We are also reques:ng dona:ons of clean socks
and underwear for children, women and men. Volunteers are asked to help
with sor:ng and folding clothing and shoes, assis:ng guests at the Street
Store, serving a hot dog lunch and boOles of water and helping with clean-up
at the conclusion of the store.

GARDENS
Z  O    AL OL   L  L C
The 2017 Cares & Shares CSA program provides a 10-week “share” of food,
including healthy dazzling vegetables (and some:mes melons!) every
Wednesday. You can pick up your bag of fresh grown, harvested vegetables
at Zion on Wednesday star:ng in mid-June. A half-share gets you a fullsized box every other week for $180, and our weekly Premium shares are
$360. The amount and variety in our box is comparable to other local CSA
op:ons, with oﬀerings as dynamic as the seasons. Pickup on Wednesday at Zion from 1-5pm.
The vegetables are grown at the Blackhawk Courts Farm, coordinated also with Janice Forrest.
You can sign up by calling Ted Snowden at 815-243-0403 by early June or un:l all the “shares”
are purchased.
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ZION - THIS & THAT

T    - Transporta:on on Sundays has resumed. Contact the oﬃce by Thursday morning if you are in
need of a ride to worship. Welcome back Gary!
P  W  - Sunday, June 4 is when we celebrate the unity of people through the Holy Spirit. To help
us celebrate this unity in diversity, we have invited the faith leaders of Honoring Our Neighbors Faith in our
Mosaic Community. Please wear your preference of red or an ethnic style aUre.
S  Q F R  - If you would like to volunteer to host a Sunday Morning Fellowship time, call the office or
sign up on the bulletin board by the library.
2018 I T  - வணக்கம்! (vaṇakkam! – “Hello” in Tamil), To members of the Northern Illinois Synod: The
Northern Illinois Synod is planning a trip to India and our companion synod, the Arcot Lutheran Church, for February 5 – 18, 2018. I have conﬁrmed these dates with
Bishop Raja Socrates of the Arcot Church, so now we are taking the ﬁrst steps to let our Synod members know
about this trip.
K Z  IU - With the current HIPAA laws, Zion will not be informed when you are hospitalized. Please
have a family member or friend no:fy the church directly if you or a loved one are hospitalized, OSF St. Anthony’s and Rockford Memorial DO NOT call Zion to no:fy us of your hospitaliza:on. Swedish American only calls
when you are admiOed into the hospital through your physician, they do not call if you are admiOed through the
Emergency Room.
A   V P   F R - Remember or honor your loved ones, giving glory to God, by dedicating a floral arrangement to be placed next to the altar or near the pulpit for Sunday Worship. Your announcement will be
printed in the church bulletin for that day. We will place the order for you. The cost is $30 for an arrangement.
Also, celebrate the birth of a new child or grandchild with a single rose placed on the altar for only $5.00.
Please fill out the form and either place it in the collection plate or mail the form along with your check to the
church office. Flowers will NOT be ordered unless payment is made at the time your form is received. Thank
you!
M   T  - The Missions Team is preparing lunches for the workers at Habitat for Humanity on Saturday
June 24th. We would welcome volunteers to put lunches together, dona:ons of cookies, apples, and Ziploc baggies. Please meet at church on Saturday June 24th at 9:30 a.m., or drop your dona:ons oﬀ before Saturday in
the oﬃce.

WOMEN OF ZION
Please put Thursday June 8th on your calendars. Pastoral Intern Julie will share highlights of her trip to the
Holy Lands. We hope to see you all at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, July 13, 1:00, we are planning on another Bunco. Grab your friends and come on down to church. It
will be in the air condi:oned Bitner Youth Center. It will be a fun :me for all. Don't worry if you have never
played before. It's easy to learn! No need to bring dessert, something yummy will be provided by the
commiOee. Please call the church oﬃce to make a reserva:on.
We are seUng up a space on the bulle:n boards by the library to put WOZ informa:on. Please stop by and check
it out.
Lois Peterson is stepping down from our WOZ board. We would like to thank her for the outstanding job she has
done as secretary.
Sue Drilling

Cornucopia Food Pantry
Job Opening No:ce
Director of the Cornucopia Food Pantry
Cornucopia Food Pantry is searching for and will hire a Director to begin in mid-June
2017. The successful candidate will serve on average 20 hours a week. Cornucopia is
a collabora:ve Chris:an Service Ministry sponsored by St. James Catholic, Trinity and
Zion Lutheran Churches in Rockford IL. The pantry is open from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
every Tuesday and Thursday, and the third Saturday of each month. The ideal person
is faith-ﬁlled, has experience working with volunteers and is mo:vated to serve God
through helping the poor. For more informa:on and/or receive an applica:on send
an email to: cornucopiapantry@gmail.com
Cornucopia Food Pantry Director
To extend Christ’s compassion to all in need as we witness God’s uncondi onal love, celebra ng our oneness in Christ
Job Descrip#on - Job Title: Director; Reports to: Advisory Board of the Pantry
Daily Supervision: Assigned by the Advisory Board
Summary
The Director will have the overall responsibility to provide the leadership and management of the Pantry will
succeed to accomplish its Mission.
Pantry Director Responsibili#es:
Develop a strong rela:onship with sponsoring and associated churches, in par:cular the pastors.
Coordinate prepara:ons for food distribu:on (bags packed, bread, meat, and produce bagged.)
Conduct inventory and order food from NIFB
Coordinate collec:ons and sor:ng of donated food (weekly bread & produce, dona:ons from churches,
Postal workers’ food drive, etc.)
Oversee movement of food from truck to storage area to shelves, freezers, and refrigerators. Disposal of
expired items.
Supervise volunteers – job assignments, hours, forms, volunteer list, leadership development.
Keep records – client count, monthly totals, signature sheets for NIFB, work hours.
Pay bills, deposit dona:ons. Keep all ﬁnancial records.
Prepare agenda, ﬁnancial and client reports, and documents necessary for the Advisory CommiOee to discuss and
make decisions regarding old and current business.
Be involved in any fundraising to support the opera:ons of the pantry.
Maintain community rela:ons and aOend mee:ngs and trainings of related organiza:on, i.e., Pantry
Coali:on, NIFB trainings, etc.
Arrange for building and equipment maintenance.
Fulﬁll other du:es as needed. Cornucopia Pantry Director Job Descrip:on con:nued.
Qualiﬁca#ons:
The Director will generally be described as being:
Faith mo:vated preferably, but not limited to, a member in good standing of one of the par:cipa:ng or associated
Churches;
A model of compassion in rela:onships with the volunteers and clients;
Organized and performs responsibili:es demonstra:ng a posi:ve work ethic, professionalism, eﬃciency and ﬂexibility;
Skilled and successful experience working with a variety of volunteers;
A High School graduate or possesses a GED, as a minimum;
Ar:culate when speaking and wri:ng;
Familiar with computers and able to use word processing and spreadsheet soXware;
Able to fulﬁll the physical demands of the job.
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FELLOWSHIP
Another note of huge apprecia:on to everyone who has stepped up to host our fellowship hours
on Sunday mornings! And just to remind you, the summer months are available for you to
host—one service only at 9:15 a.m. Find a friend who’s a good baker and sign up!

COFFEE’S ON!

Sunday Fellowship
DATE

AYer 9:15

June 4

Discipleship Team

June 11

Conﬁrma:on Cake Fellowship

June 18
June 25
July 2
July 9

M[\\[]^\ T_`a 4 U J Q WZ
Worship Leader Breakfast

July 16
July 23
July 30
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

Intern Support CommiOee

Please contact the oﬃce if you would like to host a Sunday Morning fellowship -me a*er worship

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
With new life burs:ng forth in Spring, the Missions Team asks you to think of liOle ones who
need basic supplies to help them thrive. The items needed are listed below and there is a
basket in the Narthex to put items in. We’ll be collec:ng these through June.
Remember the song “Baby Love” by the Supremes? Here’s a new version to spur your
memory next :me you are shopping:
Baby Kits, my Baby Kits
We need you, oh how we need you
Baby blankets and hand towels
T-shirts, gowns and sleepers
Sweaters, socks and baby hats
And please don’t forget the cloth diapers!
My baby kits, my baby kits
Been missing ya, miss ge\ng ya
Instead of grown up things
Let’s have some li]le baby things
Don’t forget our li]le ones
In our kits why don’t you give
Need ya , need ya
Baby kits, ooh, baby kits

INCLUDED IN EACH BABY CARE KIT (donate one item or several, monetary dona#ons are
also appreciated):
TWO lightweight coOon t-shirts (no Onesies ®)
TWO long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
TWO receiving blankets, medium-weight coOon or ﬂannel, or crocheted or kniOed with
lightweight yarn, up to 52” square
FOUR cloth diapers, ﬂat fold preferred
ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
TWO pairs of socks
ONE hand towel, dark color recommended
TWO or three bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars
TWO diaper pins or large safety pins
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PRAYER CORNER
THIS MONTH WE ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR:
+ the ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements, Pastor Thomas,
Pastoral Intern Julie Barger, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Pensy Htwe of the Burmese
congrega:on; the Zion Staﬀ, Zion Outreach Board, Staﬀ and Programs of Patriots’ Gateway
Center, and Zion Development Corpora:on.
+ Pastor Raja Socrates and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in
Tanzania.
+ the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty
and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.
+ those hospitalized, or recupera:ng in their homes or healthcare centers, and those with
ongoing health concerns: Mark Schwartzlow, Pr. Jane McChesney, and all who are listed in
the weekly Mission Zion. Those who grieve the loss of family and/or friends; our Zion
homebound; those who have spiritual, emo:onal, physical and mental challenges;
homeless and refugees throughout the world.
The end of human traﬃcking that exploits people everywhere.
The countries of North and South Korea, that the conﬂict may end and people’s lives be saved.
Prayer Requests – If you have a prayer request OR a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please
no:fy Pastor Mike, Judy Lindstrom or Mary Norman. We will treat your requests with
discre:on and conﬁden:ality.
Our Zion Prayer Room is open and available for private or small group prayers. You are
welcome to use this room any:me the church is open. It is oﬀ the Atrium on the Sanctuary
level of the church.
Prayer Ministry Team: Many members and friends of Zion pray daily for the pe::ons that
have been submiOed. We would like you to join our team! Contact Judy Lindstrom or Mary
Norman so that we can put you on the prayer no:ﬁca:on list.
Monthly Prayer Gathering: Our monthly gathering during June will be on Wednesday, June 14
at 9:30 in the Prayer Room (oﬀ the Sanctuary). Please join us as we share devo:ons and oﬀer
prayers for our friends and Zion family members.

7:00 AM Book Study at
Stockholm Inn

MEMORIAL DAY - Office
Closed

5

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
3:00 PM Archives
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4

PENTECOST
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

11

20

19

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library

26

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
(7:30AM-3PM)
12:30 PM Boy Scout Leaders
- Library
1:30 PM Bag Fluffing Fellowship Hall
5:30 PM MTLP Council
Meeting
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9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel

25

9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
2:00 PM Brahe Swedish Vasa Lodge
Meeting - Fellowship Hall
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7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
6:00 PM Bldg & Grounds

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)

TRINITY SUNDAY
7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
9:15 AM Worship Service and Affirma- Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
tion of Faith
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
12:00 PM Multi-Cultural Team - Library

13

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway
Summer Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
8:30 AM Midtown Lutheran
Parish Meeting

6

30

29

Tuesday

9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Burmese Worship - Chapel
2:00 PM Brahe Swedish Vasa Lodge
Meeting - Fellowship Hall

Monday

28

Sunday
1

Thursday

22

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
11:30 AM Finance Committee Katie's Cup
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
6:00 PM HR Committee
7:00 PM Church Council

15

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
10:00 AM Discipleship Team
10:00 AM Women of Zion Fellowship Hall
11:30 AM Chicks with Sticks - YC
12:00 PM Missions Team at Katie's
Cup
2:00 PM Memorial Committee
4:00 PM Katie's Cup Board
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
5:30 PM Zion Development Meeting

8

29
7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer 7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - YC
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room

28

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer 7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
9:00 AM Grapevine Mailing
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
4:30 PM Patriots' Board
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7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
9:00 AM Grapevine Articles Due
9:30 AM Prayer Ministry
10:30 AM Staff Meeting - Library
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - YC

14

7:30 AM Patriots' Gateway Summer
Program - Zion (7:30AM-3PM)
10:30 AM Staff Meeting - Library
11:00 AM Zion Outreach - Buddy
House Gardens
5:00 PM WOW Leadership
Appreciation - Lung Fung

7

10:00 AM Bible Study / In The Bag 9:00 AM Evangelism Team
10:30 AM Staff Meeting - Library
4:00 PM Zion Literacy Tutoring Marander Room
1:00 PM RVC Tutoring - YC
4:00 PM WOW Volunteer Party

31

Wednesday

JUNE 2017 CALENDAR

Office Closed
7:30 AM Patriots'
Gateway Summer
Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)

1

9:30 AM Habitat for
Humanity Lunch
Preparation - Kitchen

30

24
Office Closed
7:30 AM Patriots'
Gateway Summer
Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)

Synod Assembly Augustana College

23

17
Office Closed
Synod Assembly Augustana College
7:30 AM Patriots'
Gateway Summer
Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)

10

3

Saturday

16

Office Closed
7:30 AM Patriots'
Gateway Summer
Program - Zion
(7:30AM-3PM)
5:00 PM Piping Hot Katie's Cup

9

Office Closed

2

Friday

15

Torgny & Margaret
Hallin
Pastoral Intern Julie
Barger
ScoO Johnson

Phyllis Lind,
Connie Heden
Judy Lindstrom
ScoO Steingraeber

Greeters

Reader

Sound Booth

Ushers

Ruth Fairchild,
Leona Foster,
Ralph Musselman

Maggie Thomas,
Aiden Steingraeber,
Ruth Larson,
Troy Herring,
Marvin Moore,
BeOy Jo Jacobs

Aries & T.J. Canedy

Communion
Assistants

Norm & ColeOe Buchert,
Don Carlson

Gerry Swan, Ruth Larson

Jane Burden

John Burns

Assistant
Minister

Media

Aria Beert ,
Innocent Ntawiyamara,
Darrell & Judy Lindstrom

Don & Shirley Falk

Diane Veitch,
Wendy Holman

Altar Guild

Neal Tolodxi,
Stuart Johnson,
Pastoral Intern Julie Barger

Jeﬀ Carlson

Deb Gortowski

Michael Beert

Joanne Johnson,
Mary Franzen

Aria Beert ,
Innocent Ntawiyamara

Maggie Thomas
Aiden Steingraeber

Aries & T.J. Canedy

Acolytes

June 18

June 11

June 4

9:15 AM

JUNE 2017 WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE

Charlie Dahlberg,
Jim Duhigg

Kurt Brown

Nancy Warden

Karen Kermgard,
Sue Drilling

Emiliene Baradahana,
Josephine DeLaChance,
, Jim Rasch,
Dick Brynteson

Pastoral Intern Julie Barger

Norm & ColeOe Buchert

Emiliene Baradahana
Josephine DeLaChance

June 25
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MISSION PARTNERS
A  L   C   - We have a partnership with the Parangipettai Lutheran Church
in South India of the Arcot Lutheran Church, pray for this church and for their Pastor,
Rev.Sebastian Jones Arpudaraj Simpson who is Pastor and the Director of the ALC and
Community College; Pastor Emanuel Mitula of Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
BQ S   - We host the Blackhawk Area Council leadership team meetings weekly.
Contact Cannie Ware at 815.397.0210 or cannie.ware@scouting.org.
F P Q - Zion is in collaboration with Cornucopia Food Pantry located at 402
Market Street, Rockford. We appreciate your financial support. We are open for people
to bring donations, pick-up food and volunteer on Tuesday and Thursday morning from 911am, and the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9-11am. Call the pantry at 815-9621380 or stop by on a Tuesday or Thursday morning between 9 and 11 a.m.to see this
ministry in action.
LOMC - A camp, retreat, or ac:vity for everyone. LOMC isn’t just for summer, and it’s not just
for kids! 640 acres of the great outdoors. Experience the pond, prairie, and forest that is home
to deer, wild turkey, hawks, owls, and other small mammals, rep:les, and amphibians.
K  ’ C — Ka:e’s Cup is on Seventh Street & Fourth Avenue.
⇒ June 9—Pipping Hot Music fundraiser at Ka:e’s Cup
M R L   P   - A joint ministry between Zion, First, Tabor, Calvary, Emmanuel,
Salem and Trinity Lutheran Churches.
N I   SQ - The Northern Illinois Synod of the ELCA is a gathering of people
created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to
God’s crea:ve, redeeming, and sanc:fying ac:vity in the world.
R ZU A L   M    - Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries brings our Lutheran
congrega:ons together in partnership.
R Z V Q C L - The English Language Learners program uses the Youth Center at Zion
every other Wed. 1:00-3:00pm to tutor the Burmese community.
Z  O   - Zion Outreach is responsible for the Literacy Program and helping to raise
funds for WOW, the Buddy House and other grant programs.
P  ’ G R Q C - We work with Patriots’ Gateway Center with the WOW program.
ZION D  - We work with ZDC to build community so pray for ZDC, Bob Campbell,
Execu:ve Director, and Chaplain Ber:e Holmgren.
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C   C 

S  Q

Zion Lutheran Church - Council Minutes – April 27, 2017
⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Mee:ng was called to order at 7:00pm by Council President Bert Nyman.
Present: Arnie Swenson, Bert Nyman, BeOy Jo Jacobs, Don Falk, Jeﬀ Campbell, Jeﬀ Carlson, Pastor
Michael Thomas, Pastoral Intern Julie Barger, Ralph Musselman, Toni Wallin, Tyler Johnson, and
Yolanda Churchill.
Guest speaker, Amy Hoening of RALM, discussion.
Mo:on made and seconded to approve March 23, 2017 minutes, mo:on approved.
Mo:on made and seconded to approve membership by bap:sm, Veronica Marquez.
Synod oﬃce has approved bylaws, will need to be ra:ﬁed at the January 2018 Annual Mee:ng.
Financial Treasurer’s report was presented and discussed
We discussed the need for more members on the Long Range Planning
Patriots’ Gateway – A mo:on was made and approved for Patriots’ to use Zion facili:es for their
summer program, June 5 to August 11, 7:30AM-3:00PM daily. The Easter Egg hunt was a success, with
approximately 100 youth par:cipa:ng.
Ka:e’s Cup Conversa:on – Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was the speaker on April 18th and was given a tour
of the area aXer the event at Ka:e’s Cup.
Ka:e’s Cup upcoming events: Wine Tas:ng May 12, Golf ou:ng will be May 24, Piping Hot June 9
Angelic Organic Learning Center will be holding a fundraising event at the Prairie Street Brewhouse on
April 28th.
Synod Assembly Candidates is June 15-16, visitors are welcome to aOend, and you can register on-line
through the Synod Oﬃce or contact the church oﬃce..
Discipleship Team – Children’s Ministry Coordinator will be stepping down end of May to con:nue
seminary training. Her resigna:on leOer will come next month.
Evangelism Team will con:nue to discuss contac:ng members, next mee:ng is May 4th at 9:30AM.
Mul:-Cultural Team - Taste of Zion will be May 20th, 4-6PM at Zion. The :ckets are $5.00 each and are
available in the oﬃce or from a Mul:-Cultural Team Member.
Worship Team - Summer and One Service Sunday Worship services to be at 9:15AM, brief discussion.
Mary Norman is stepping aside from her Sunday Worship Leader Scheduling, Diane Veitch will step
into the posi:on on a trial basis.
Pastor’s Report – A wriOen and verbal report were discussed.
Seminarian Katrina Steingraeber will complete her MIC at Our Saviors for 2017-2018, brief discussion.
Global Leaders Summit is August 10 & 11; code for signing up is SPC17.
Our New Pastoral Intern is Paul Gebo for 2017-18. He will be here in May to meet with Pastor Thomas.
Zion will discuss with Bethlehem Lutheran about ren:ng their parsonage for our new intern.
Rockford Lutheran School day of service will held at Zion tomorrow.
Zion will host the Rockford Lutheran Baccalaureate on May 24th at 7:00PM; we are need of servers.
Pastoral Intern Julie – A wriOen and verbal report were discussed.
Gracious Leadership discussion regarding leadership devilment in the community and the church.
The upcoming Council Mee:ng is May 25th is the next Council Mee:ng; Jeﬀ Campbell will be leading
devo:ons and supplying the snack.
A mo:on was made and seconded to adjourn the mee:ng at 8:45PM.
Closing prayer by Pastor Mike Thomas.
RespecTully SubmiOed, Jolyn Hess – Recording Secretary
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LEADERSHIP TEAM

SUPPORT

Congrega:on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Our Ministers - All the People of Zion
Senior Pastor- Michael Thomas; methomas1966@gmail.com
Pastoral Intern - Julie Barger; jabarger14@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry Coordinator—Vacant
Custodian - Viktor Jelnov; zionrockford@gmail.com
Financial Secretary - Arnie Swenson; swenas@aO.net
Music Ministry Coordinator - Jodi Beach; jodibeach3@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator - Janice Forrest; nursery@zionrockford.com
Oﬃce Manager - Jolyn Hess; zionrockford@gmail.com
Organist - Robert Leonhardt; htaobob@yahoo.com
Outreach Coordinator - Ruth Fairchild;
ruthfairchildlovesjesus@gmail.com
Transporta:on Coordinator - Gary Fulkerson
Literacy Coordinator - Wayne Spitzer; spitzer001@comcast.com
Wedding & Youth Coordinator - Kathy Hand; katahand3@gmail.com
WOW Coordinator - Janice Forrest; wow@zionrockford.com
Worship Media - Kurt Brown; zionrockford@gmail.com

NORTHERN IL SYNOD
RALM
CORNUCOPIA
PATRIOTS GATEWAY CENTER
MULTI-CULTURAL
WOW PROGRAM
ZION DEVELOPMENT
ZION LITERACY PROGRAM
LUTHERAN ACADEMY
ZION YOUTH TRIP
HUNGER APPEAL
MALARIA FUND

2017 BUDGET
$28,400.00
$2,840.00
$9,000.00
$1,500.00
$2,500.00
$5,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$2,500.00

Through March
$8,440.48
$2,561.50
$1,840.00
$651.00
$918.00
$1,064.00
$105.00
$332.00
$276.00
$65.00
$100.00

2017 Church Council Oﬃcers
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Pastor:

Bert Nyman
Michael Beert
Dick Brynteson
Ralph Musselman
Michael E. Thomas

Standing Commi]ee Leadership
Altar Guild Co-Chairs: Kathy Hand
Archives CommiOee Chair: Margaret Hallin
Building & Grounds CommiOee Co-Chairs: Don Falk and Torgny Hallin
Discipleship Team Chair: Jane Lightcap
Endowment CommiOee Chair: Richard Reinhardt
Evangelism Team: Be/y Jo Jacobs and Toni Wallin
Fellowship Team: Ralph Musselman and Toni Wallin
Finance CommiOee Chair: Dick Brynteson
Long Range CommiOee Chairs: ScoO Steingraeber and Michael Beert
Memorial CommiOee Chair: Karen Kermgard
Men’s Ministry CommiOee Chairs: Richard Reinhardt
Missions Team - Tyler Johnson and BeOy Morgan
Mul:-Cultural CommiOee Chair: Yolanda Churchill and Jane Lightcap
Prayer Ministry CommiOee Chairs: Judy Lindstrom, Mary Norman
and Yolanda Churchill
Stewardship CommiOee Chair: Jeﬀ Carlson
Women of Zion Chair: Sue Drilling
Worship Team: Pastor Michael Thomas and Jeﬀ Campbell
(italics are 2017 Council Members)

MINISTRY PARTNERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Buddy House Ministry (Zion Outreach & AOLC)
ELCA - Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Ka:e’s Cup - Mariel Heinke, Board President
MidTown Lutheran Parish
Northern Illinois Synod - Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements
Patriots’ Gateway - Penny Billman, Interim Execu:ve Dir.
RALM - Amy Hoening, Execu:ve Director
Zion Development - Bob Campbell, Execu:ve Director
Zion Outreach - Judy Lindstrom, Board President

J Q 2017
GRAPEVINE DEADLINE
J  14, 2017
To submit an ar:cle, please bring a hardcopy to the church oﬃce
or email to zionrockford@gmail.com.
www.zionrockford.com
Like us on www.facebook.com
www.youtube.com/zionrockford

MISSION
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Zion is a congrega-on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
PARTNERSHIPS

Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zion@zionrockford.com

S+,-./ W123456
8:00am Tradi:onal Worship
10:00am Burmese Worship
10:30am Fes:ve Worship
Fellowship Follows

